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Hidden Promjse 


By James M. Stifler 
Morning 


HAT am I,now but flesh ? 
The dust, of which I am create, 
Insisting on its toll of dust afresh, 
Compelling toil from early morn till late. 


Yea, what am I but flesh ? 
By passions tortured day on day, 
And appetite that will not slack its wish, 
But leaves me worn when daylight turns to gray. 
Evening 
I am a soul, I cry, 
That even in its earthy dress 
Can claim a kinship with the sky, 
And bid the voice of earthy clamor cease. 


A spirit, yea, am I, 
That glimpses God in sunshine and in shade, 
And feels a promise, hid in days that die, 
Of dawning, deathless days his love hath made. 
RoseE.tg, N, J. 








The Hopelessness of Majorities 


Whenever progress is made, it is because some 
man has rejected the known opinion of all other men. 
Men have been accustomed to doing a certain thing one 
way ; some man grows discontented with the accepted 
method, and invents a better process. Men have 
always held a certain opinion : one man repudiates 
this opinion, declares that it is not true, and drives 
the world unwillingly on to a higher plane of knowl- 
edge. The few are so often right against the multi- 
tude that it is easy to understand Christ's warning 
against the multitude’s unanimity : «*Woe unto you, 
when all men shall speak wellof you.’’ But a Western 
preacher sets forth a different doctrine when he de- 
tlares : ‘‘The ultimate appeal as to what is truth 


must be the opinion of the race. If the opinion of 
all men could be taken as to the truth or falsity of any 
proposition, that would be a final determination. . . . 
If it were possible to extend this natural instinct to the 
limits of humanity, and upon any question of grave 
import the opinion of all men could be ascertained, 
then that expression would be as nearly truth as it is 
possible for us men to arrive at.’’ This is a strange 
interpretation of Christ's teaching ; yet it is such a 
common mistake that it is worth warning against. Truth 
would have a sorry time if left to majority votes. 
Most of the peopie in the world see no harm in polyg- 
amy. A universal consultation on the truth of the 
cross of Christ would not issue in the triumph of the 
truth. God, not man, is the ultimate appeal as to the 


truth, and God will always reveal the absolute truth to ° 


one who seeks Him. 


x 
Our Best Not Good Enough 


No man who is doing his best is doing well 
enough. The failure to realize this is one of the 
commonest barriers between njen and their Saviour. 
Urged to commit himself in loving confidence to 
Jesus Christ, such a man answers with blind compla- 
cency, as his reason for not taking this step: ‘‘ Well, 
I try to do the best I can, and that’s all any one can 
do. I'm not afraid to trust myself to God in the 
next world so long as I do that.’’ What a pitiably 
low standard ! Would such a man tolerate the idea 
of an eternity of doing no better than his best as 
judged by the record that he has already made? Is 
he, in his heart of hearts, proud of that best? Does 
it satisfy him? Christ promises to enable those who 
accept him to do better than their best. The man 
who rejects Christ’s offer says, in so doing, that his 
own unaided best is equal to the best that Christ can 
do or that Christ can help him todo. And no man 
believes that. It is not the question whether such a 
moral man is seemingly living better just now than 
many a church member. Neither Christians nor un- 
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Does Importunity in 


ECAUSE God is love, and because man is not 
fully controlled by love, the only uncertain fac- 
tor in the answering of man’s prayers is not 

God, but man, God will not, God cannot, do for 
man anything except what is best for man. God will, 
God because of his nature must, do for man the best 
that man permits God to do. When God does not 
do for man the best that might be done, or the best 
that God is doing for man’s neighbor, it is because 
man has thwarted God’s plans for him, and has pre- 
vented God from sending that best. In view of these 
facts, which rest upon our knowledge of God as all- 
loving, does man need ever to importune God in 
prayer, as though God were unwilling to act for man's 
best interests? Would this seem to be reasonable, or 
right, or faith-filled, or pleasing to the Father ? 

Yet the phrase ‘‘importunity in prayer’’ is com- 
monly used as suggesting a channel of great power, a 
method specially pleasing to God, an exercise richly 
profitable to man. Scripture is freely quoted in sup- 
port of this view. Christians are urged to practise 
importunity in prayer. Believers who themselves 
practise it hold that they are blessed in it as they 
could not be without it. Is this common and popular 
view a mistake? If it is a mistake, how did it ever 
gain such wide acceptance? 

The word ‘‘importune’’ means to urge with fre- 
quent application, harass with persistent demands, 
beg, annoy ; it is given as synonymous in meaning 


believers are saved because of their records, They 
are saved or lost both here and hereafter because 
they accept or reject the life that is in Christ. The 
‘*best’’ that tries to get along without Christ is 


death. 
— 


Why the Answer Does Not Come 

Because God can do better than we ask, God 
must often decline to do what we ask. And God 
never withholds the, answer to any prayer of any child 
of his but for one reason; in order that he may do 
better for his child than that prayer asks. Then it is 
that our faith is tested, ajd#we must be willing to 
have it tested. For we ought to have learned by this 
time that, as we could receive the gift of the Son of 
God only through our faith, so God's other richest 
blessings must come to us in that way. May we not 
be-jsyousty- patient, then, while we wait for his better 
answer to that prayer which we have been making for 
a blessing that seems to us just now the greatest 
blessing he could send? He is withholding it only 
that he may send a better. 


ax 
Securing Our Equipment 


Getting to work is the best way to get training 
for work. ‘‘ What equipment should one have for per- 
sonal work ?’’ isa subject of considerable study among 
Christian people in these days of revival and indi- 
vidual evangelism. The best equipment is the equip- 
ment of practise. One who is absolutely lacking in 
‘*equipment’’ needs only to speak to a single soul 
for Christ to gain his credentials. He is far better 
equipped then than is one who knows the principles 
of the work through and through, but who will not 
use them. Indeed, one cannot safely hope to know 
even the theory of the work unless he is working at 
it himself. ‘If any man willeth to do his will, he 
shall know of the teaching.’’ 


Prayer Please God ? 


with beset, dun, entreat, press, solicit, tease, urge. 
A secondary meaning is that of being unseasonable, 
inopportune, That these meanings are the root 
meanings and practically the only meanings of the 
word is seen clearly when we find that ‘‘importune’’ 
is derived from the two Latin words im, meaning 
‘*not,’’ and fortus, port or door ; that is, ‘without 
access.’’ The Latin word importunus, moreover, 
based on the meaning of orto, ‘to bear’’ (from the 
same root as fortus, ‘‘door’’) has the sense of 
unbearable, unfit, unsuitable, inconvenient. There 
would seem to be two possible applications, there- 
fore, of the idea of importunity in prayer. One is 
that, because God is difficult of access, successful 
prayer must recognize this. The other is that, to get 
what we need from God, we must make our appeals 
so unbearable, unseasonable, inconvenient to him in 
their persistence, that they will be granted finally 
because of our sheer wearing out of the God whom 
we thus assail. 

Both of these views are abhorrent and absurd. 
They need only be suggested to be rejected as in- 
tolerable and impossible. Whence, then, has the 
error arisen? Why has any child of God ever sup- 
posed that importunity in prayer coudd be pleasing to 
God, or that it is ever necessary ? 

Probably one source of error has been a complete 
misunderstanding of the two parables of Jesus which 
are most commonly quoted as proving that Jesus 
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taught importunity in prayer, They are the parables 
recorded in the eleventh and the eighteenth chapters 
of Luke, describing the sleepy, unneighborly man 
_ who finally, at midnight, got up out of bed and 
plied an importunate knocker at the door merely in 
order to get rid of him ; and the unrighteous judge 
who feared not God and regarded not man, yet who 
avenged an importunate widow because he was afraid 
she would wear him out by her continual coming. 
These parables are actually quoted to-day by disci- 
ples of our Lord as though they were intended to 
liken God the Father to the sullen, sleepy, self- 
centered, unloving neighbor, and to the unrighteous 
judge who feared not God and regarded not man ; 
and as though they were intended to teach that as the 
only hope of the needy friend and the wronged widow 
lay in their deliberately, persistently making of them- 
selves such nuisances that their requests would be 
granted in self-defense, so our only hope is to follow 
the same course with a God who can be reached only 
in that way. 

Here, again, the perverted application of these 
parables needs only a frank, fair stating to be recog- 
nized in the fulness of its error. And the very un- 
thinkableness of this application helps one to get at 
the truth that Christ was teaching at that time. How 
clear it becomes that, as the persons in the parables 
from whom favors were secured stood in every respect 
for the opposite of God our loving heavenly Father, 
so the method and the spirit of those who secured 
those favors were necessarily the very opposite of the 
method and the spirit which should be ours as we 
approach the God of love. It was truth-teaching, 
not by similitude, but by utter contrast. Every detail 
of the seeker, the method of seeking, and the one 
sought, is in flat contradiction with the teachings of 
the entire Bible as to the right manner of approach- 
ing God and as to his attitude toward us. 

Jesus’ own comment on these parables shows this. 
He concludes the story of the ungracious neighbor by 
pointing out that, while that man could be reached 
only by importunity, we are assured of an immediate, 
direct hearing from the Father. It was as though he 
said, ‘‘If the unloving neighbor who did not want to 
give was finally forced to do so by importunity, how 
surely you may count upon a hearing from the Father 
who. is eager to bless you!’’ ‘Ask, and it shall be 
given you ; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you.’’ And in comment on the 
story of the unrighteous judge Jesus asks, ‘‘ And shall 
not God avenge his elect... ? I say unto you, that 
he will avenge them sfeedily."’ 

These parables teach what God is #o#, and how we 
are not to pray to him. The failure to recognize this 
would seem to be one source of the common mis- 
understanding. 

But there is another source of error as to the place 
of imporcunity in prayer, and it is the mistake of con- 
fusing importunity with continuance, and of supposing 
that the Bible's repeated injunction to steadfastness 
and persistence in prayer teaches or justifies impor- 
tunity. Anna the prophetess worshiped in the temple 
‘¢with fastings and supplications night and day.’’ 
Luke prefaces the parable of the unrighteous judge 
with the statement that it was spoken ‘‘ to the end that 
they ought always to pray, and not to faint.’’ Jesus 
‘«continued all night in prayer to God.’’ He urged 
his disciples to ‘‘ watch and pray.’’ Three times in the 
agony in Gethsemane he prayed that ‘if this cannot 
pass away, except I drink it, thy will be done.’’ The 
Twelve said ‘‘ we will continue stedfastly in prayer."’ 
Paul urged continuing ‘‘stedfastly in prayer,’’ and 
besought his brethren ‘‘that ye strive together with 
me in your prayers to God for me ;’’ at another time 
assuring his brethren that he did ‘‘not cease to pray 
and make request for’’ them. ‘‘ Pray without ceas- 
ing,’’ again he enjoined. And citations could be 
multiplied showing that it is clearly God's will that 
his children should pray much and persistently. 

But there is a vast difference between this confident, 
uninterrupted continuance of communion with One 
who is the Source of Life and Love, and the battering- 
ram method of «‘ keeping at it till we get it’’ which is 
implied in the mistaken idea that importunity is 
needed. Prayer without ceasing is as natural and as 
necessary to the child of God as is free conversation. 
in a loving home, between child and parent. Petition, 
indeed, is only a part of prayer and one who thinks 
of prayer and uses prayer chiefly or only as a means 
of making requests of God, misses much of the rich- 
ness cad Viseneloinn of prayer. But when we have a 
petition to make, as we must constantly have, God 
would have us voice it in loving, unlimited confidence 
in him, with the unshaken assurance that he is more 
eager to grant that petition, if its granting will really 
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help us, than we are to ask it. What room does this 
leave for im ? 
Right yore is the claim of confidence, not the 
doubt. We may put into our prayer all 
Galedmestnets of our netures, bul Whey te the 
earnestness of absolute trust, not the tion of 
distrust which importunity implies. The continued, 
persistent, even agonized per of Ane ae who 
clings to his loving heavenly Father by means of prayer, 
who finds in that blessed closeness to and union with the 
Father the only hope and comfort there is in life, and 
who will not let the Father go, —/haz is the steadfast- 
ness of prayer, the continuing all night in prayer, the 
right repeating of prayer, the praying without ceasing, 
the striving in prayer, which brings God's richest 
blessings, and which our Saviour and his apostles en- 
joined. That is well-pleasing to the Father whose 
only eagerness is to have us claim his blessings, and 
to have us know that we may claim them confidently, 
and that he wants us to claim them. 
The Bible gives us one record of importunate prayer 
that is set over in sharp and revealing contrast with 
one of the most perfect prayers of the ages. A study 


of those two prayers, the wrong and the right kind, . 


ought to set our minds at rest as to the spirit in which 
God would have us pray. The record is in the 
eighteenth chapter of 1 Kings. Jehovah and Baal 
were to be put to thetest. The priests of Baal prayed 
to their god with all the importunity that the widow 
flung upon the unrighteous judge, from early morning 
until evening : ‘‘ but there was neither voice, nor any 
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to answer, nor any that regarded."’ 
child of Jehovah, ed in quiet, undoubting confi- 
dence, as if to show that Jehovah needed not ‘vain 
repetitions, as the Gentiles do; for they think that 
they shall be heard for their much ieabing >” as if 
to show that Jehovah was not a God who would hear 
those who ‘‘for a pimenee make long prayers,’ Here 
“44 the claim of confidence that Elijah made upon 
‘*O Jehovah, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and 
of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God 
in Israel, and that 1 am thy servant, and that I have 
done all these things at thy word. Hear me, O Jeho- 
vah, hear me, that this people may know that thou, 
Jehovah, art God, and that thou hast turned their 
heart back again. Then the fire of Jehovah fell.’’ 
_If importunity has any place in prayer, it is to be 
directed at ourselves, not at God. Let us be import- 
unate with ourselves in insisting that we shall free 
our minds and hearts of the thought that God needs 
to be importuned. Let us go to him in Elijah’s quiet 
confidence that he is only waiting for us to tell him of 
our needs in order that he may meet them: and let 
us be as earnest in asking- him nofto grant-our re- 
quest if it is not his will, as in asking him to send us 
our desire. Let us rest hard upon God's willingness 
to bless, and upon his unwillingness to delay a needed 
blessing for a single instant of time. And let us send 
up no prayer to him that implies our doubt of this; 
for the God of love is not a God who needs to be 
persuaded. 


Then Elijah, the 
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Shall We Keep the Fires 
Going on Sunday ? 


The application of sabbath-keeping principles to 
concrete cases may be made the occasion of endless 
discussion, and it is not the purpose of The Sunday 
School Times to use its columns in that way. Yet it 
may be profitable to consider certain representative 
and actual cases from time to time, when their right 
solution would seem to throw needed light upon a 
large class of problems. Therefore the following in- 
quiry from a New York reader seems worthy of con- 
sideration : 


One of your readers, who was much interested in your prac- 
tical expositions of haying on Sunday, was brought up in an 
iron district where it was the accepted doctrine that a smelting 
furnace for iron ore must be kept in blast all the time, Sunda 
or no Sunday. So the groaning bellows were heard throug 
the Sundays and Sunday nights, and the successive shifts of 
men were charging and fuelling the stack all the same for each 
daily ‘‘hearth,"’ which also must be emptied and poured at 
least in ‘‘ pig,’ so that there was not much “‘ cessation" in 
that establishment until the ‘‘ blast’’ of six or seven weeks’ 
duration was completed, although the chief proprietor was a 
deacon and leading man in an orthodox church. 

Now I do not know enough about iron-making and compe- 
tition therein to explain how it could be made practical, in 
manufacture or in marketing, under strict sabbath observance. 
If you could obtain from some of your Christian iron-men in 
Pennsylvania a practical solution of the problem, it might 

int the way to some of our brethren who would be glad to 

eep the sabbath if they could afford to. Or must the iron 
industry be left altogether to the ungodly among capitalists 
and laborers ? 


There is an iron-worker in Pennsylvania whose 
sturdy and unwavering yet winsome Christian faith 
and works have made him a life-giving center of in- 
fluence for Christ wherever he goes; whose Bible 
class of a hundred men has come to find that his 
practising on weekdays tallies with teaching on Sun- 
days ; whose two Sunday-schools, one of which he 
superintends in the morning, the other, a mission a 
mile away, in the afternoon, are being led into enthu- 
siastic and ever-increasing daily study of God's word ; 
and who adds to these activities a state-wide service 
for the Young Men's Christian Association, eldership 
in his own local church, and avocations for the King- 
dom without number. To this man, whose friendship 
has been to the present Editor, as it was to the former 
Editor of The Sunday School Times, a rich blessing, 
the letter from the New York inquirer was forwarded, 
with the request that he would express his opinion 
based on his practical knowledge of the iron business. 
His answer is as follows : 


The most costly piece of machinery in use is a modern blast- 
furnace and its engines. en once they are set going, they 
must be kept going at all hazards. To prevent stoppage, an 
extra engine is ght and held in reserve, and a blast-furnace 
engine is an immense affair and costs a fortune. I do not 
think a blast-furnace is run on Sunday so much for the money 


it makes on that day as for other reasons, such as regularity of 
heat, quality of product, etc. 
All this winter I have kept the fire going continually in my 


house furnaces, and I shovel coal on Sunday with a clear con- - 


science, .I have no doubt the ‘‘deacon"’ your correspondent 
criticizes feels about the same way. I venture to say that if 
this same “‘ deacon’ operates a rolling-mill or foundry in con- 
nection with his blast-furnace, he does wo¢ run it on Sunday, 
and that nothing could induce him to do so. 

In this matter of Sunday observance, I think it is all a mat- 
ter of a man’s heart. A good Christian man will keep the day 
all right, and the other kind will not ; and nothing makes me 
more tired than to hear church people picking at other church 
people because they do this, that, and the other thing,—and 
behold, a beam is in their own eye! For example, 1 knew a 
man who was so strict that he would not allow his children to 
enter a carriage on Sunday, or sit out on the front porch ; but 
you just ought to see the Sunday dinner that was spread out, 
—-a regular feast-day! Big roast beef, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, beans, corn, tomatoes, jams and jellies, three kinds of 
pie and a gk ome and after dinner a snooze for every- 
body but the slaves of the kitchen, And I think I can find 
some duplicates even now. 


Further comment just here seems unnecessary. 


x 
Is Heaven Promised to Saints ? 


What a fortunate thing for us all that part of the 
inspiration of the writers of the Bible consisted in 
their knowing where to put the emphasis, which often 
meant, what wo¢ to say! There are certain truths for 
which we shall search the Bible in vain ; and we may 
rest assured that it is well that they are not to be found 
there. An Illinois reader asks : 

Is there one specific promise to Christians or saints, in the 
Bible, that they are to inherit heaven? 

The Editor is unable to find any such promise. But 
he finds a great many promises that assure heaven to 
sinners who ask forgiveness for their sins and commit 
themselves to the Saviour. And a Christian or a saint 
is a forgiven sinner who trusts the Saviour and serves 
him. Thé kingdom of heaven on earth, and heaven as 
a future home, are both the assured inheritance, there- 
fore, of true Christians and saints. But let us recognize 
the great truth that Christ in his teaching never laid the 
emphasis upon sainthood, but always upon conscious 
guilt and confessed need. The poor in spirit, —those 
whose very spiritual life itself is lacking, and who know 
that it is lacking, —‘‘ theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”’ 
Heaven claims its own among sinners, and rejoices 
over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety 
and nine righteous persons who need no repentance. 
Therefore we may all make sure of heaven ; while if 
heaven had been promised to saints and Christians 
only, with the common understanding or misunder- 
standing of ‘‘saint’’ and ‘‘Christian’’ as represent- 
ing special merit and righteousness, men would have 
cause indeed for doubting and discouragement. 


(Mr, Lawrance's Question Column will be found on page 271.) 
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Alexander McLaren at Eighty 


By the Rev. James Johnston, A.T.S. 


|S gate rd years 
ago Dr. Alexander 
McLaren, after a 
twelve years’ fruitful min- 
istry at Southampton, en- 
tered upon the Manches- 
ter sphere in which he so 
nobly filled nigh half a 

century of toil. 
*¢ Thro’ all this tract of years 
Wearing the white flower 

of a blameless life,’’ 


and reaping to-day : 
** That which should accom- 
pany old-age, 
As honor, love, obedience, 
troops of friends.’’ 


In his Manchester pas- 
torate Dr. McLaren 
speedily took rank as one 
of the foremost preachers 
of his time, and through- 
out his lengthened min- 
istry, which closed in 
1603, he invariably ad- 
dressed immense congre- 
gations. His printed 
discourses have had the 
widest circulation, being 
read with delight in the 
most intellectual circles, 
and not less by the lonely 
missionary or settler in 
distant lands. To the 
cheap arts of the sensa- 
tional preacher the Doctor owed nothing, the charm 
of his words, spoken or in print, being the fruit 
of earnest thought and impassioned fervor seldom 
equaled, and hence Union Chapel, not unlike Ply- 
mouth Chapel or the Metropolitan Tabernacle, became 
the wellspring of a far-flowing stream of spiritual life. 

The form of worship at Union Chapel was always 
severely plain, wholly destitute of ritual, yet conducive 
of an invigorating spiritual atmosphere. The hymns 
were announced by the preacher in a clear, ringing 
voice, and the lessons, without any comment, read 
with rare illuminating accent and tone. 

As regards the Doctor's texts, these were as varied 
as suggestive, handled from a textual and expository 
standpoint, clustering around a general subject, and 
set forth in three or four divisions. The hearer, in a 
span of forty-five minufes or thereabouts, was carried 
forward with unbounded interest by the preacher's 
vigorous, flowing, and arresting eloquence, his spir- 
itual grasp and insight, and his style remarkable for 
its force and felicity. As a writer observed : ‘‘ You 
lose sight of the speaker, as you gaze on the truth 
towering into clearer and fuller outline before you, 
and when he has done he leaves you alone in its pres- 
ence and under its power.’’ 

Theologically, Dr. McLaren belonged to the evan- 
gelical school, magnifying the glorious gospel of the 
ever blessed God. Upon the doctrine of atonement 
for sin through Christ he has never faltered in his 
ministry,—great, prolonged, inspiring, and in many 
of its features incomparable in modern times. One 
secret of the Doctor's fidelity to the cardinal doctrines 
has been his study of the Scriptures in the original, 
never ‘nterrupted for a single day ‘‘ for sixty years,"’ 
and, whatever his fame as a preacher, the freshness 
and originality of his utterances could not have been 
maintained apart from a patient, masterly study of 
the Word, in which he has few rivals, probably no 
superiors. It will interest readers of The Sunday 
School Times to know that Dr. McLaren's very exten- 
sive contributions to the elucidation of the Scriptures 
in the pulpit and the press are being collected and 
edited by Robertson Nicoll, and issued in thirty port- 
able volumes. 

In selecting a text the Doctor adopted the simplest 
method. Finding a suitable one he tested his divi- 
sions, to use his own metaphor, by ‘launching into 
the deep water with these’’; if satisfied, he wrote 
freely his outline, devoting special attention to the 
beginning and ending of paragraphs. In preaching 
he never used notes, and was wholly free from ‘pa- 
per"’ limitations. A stranger to schools of oratory 


the Doctor has been a magnificent orator, a born one, 
endowed with the oratorical instinct and the gift of a 


A pen-picture of the preacher of Manchester, who passed 
his eightieth birthday in February, and whose messages 
of truth-revealing Bible interpretation have strength- 
ened the faith and guided the life of The Sunday School 
Times family of readers week by week during the past 
nineteen years. ; 
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far-reaching, penetrating 
. voice. To young preach- 
ers his’ advice was, 
** Think out your subject 
thoroughly, and say it in 
the best way you can."’ 
The Doctor's face, most 
expressive and mobile, 
reflected strikingly his 
thoughts and emotions. 
Save for the movements 
of his arms and facial 
expressions Dr. McLaren 
was stationary in the pul- 
pit, holding himself in 
perfect command. 

His facility of illustra- 
tion was always amazing, 
the figures streaming 
forth in freshness and 
beauty. He showed un- 
questionably the poet's 
eye for the beautiful in 
nature, and gift of assimi- 
lating illustrations from 
the common scenes of 
life. Tersely expressed, 
and of crystal lucidity, 
these were never carried 
beyond their immediate 
purpose. Since his with- 
drawal from the active 
ministry he seldom 
preaches or speaks from 
the platform, his appear- 
ance at the World’s Bap- 

tist Congress in 1905 being an exception which gave 
unwonted elation to thousands from all quarters of 
the globe. 

In appearance the Doctor is of medium height, 
spare in build, wiry, with the scholar’s stoop, hair of 
iron gray, and eyes of hazel hue, full of gesture in 
speech. For recreation he has long enjoyed rambles 
in the country, alone, if no friend was available. He 
essayed the bicycle a few years back, but found him- 
self too far on in years to appreciate.its virtues, - His 
love of music has always been pronounced. 

The Doctor’s published works have an increasingly 
large circulation. His classic volumes, three or four 
in number, entitled ‘‘Sermons Preached in Man- 
chester,’’ issued in the seventies, and arranged by 
himself, are typical of the preacher at the zenith of 
his popularity as a prince of preachers, displaying 
brilliance, unexampled insight, and daring flight, in 
regard to the verities of the eternal world. During 
the last few years a succession of splendid volumes of 
his sermons has been issued, a legacy which future 
generations will supremely prize. These bear such 
attractive titles as ‘‘ Christ in the Heart,’’ ‘* Music for 
the Lord,’’ **The Victor's Crown,’’ ‘‘ Triumphant 
Certainties,’’ ‘‘A Year's Ministry ’’ (two series), ‘‘ The 
Secret of Power,’’ ‘*‘ Week Day Evening Addresses,’’ 
«¢ The Conquering Christ,’’ ‘After the Resurrection,’’ 
‘*Paul’s Prayers and other Sermons,’’ and ‘* Last 
Sheaves,’’ a series of sermons worthy of high place in 
the history of the British pulpit. 

Dr. McLaren is noted as an omnivorous reader, 
fluently read in German, and, apart from professional 
reading, reveling in works of travel. In the realm of 
poetry Browning is his favorite author, upon whom he 
has often eloquently discoursed. Seldom doés he go 
from home without his favorite Browning copy. 

An evidence of the universal esteem in which he 
has been held in the city of his adoption, and far 
beyond, was furnished at his jubilee in 1897, when 
his portrait, painted by Sir George Reid, president of 
the Royal Scottish Academy, was presented by his 
admirers to the city of Manchester, and hung in the 
Art Gallery. On that unique occasion the then Bishop 
of Manchester remarked ‘‘ that in an age which had 
been charmed and inspired by the sermons of Newman 
and Robertson of Brighton there were no published 
discourses which for profundity of thought, logical ar- 
rangement, eloquence of appeal, and power over the 
human heart, exceeded in merit those of Dr. Mc- 
Laren."” Upon the Doctor's retirement from his 
time-honored charge in 1903, he received signal 
marks of grateful appreciation, including his election 
as Pastor Emeritus, in recognition of a wonderful and 
far-reaching ministerial career. 
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When the good Doctor reached his eightieth birth- 
day, on the eleventh of February last, the event was 
honored by an almost universal chorus of congratula- 
tions from all sections of the Christian Church, and 
likewise messages from abroad. The Doctor's for- 
mer assistant for sixteen years, and now his beloved 
successor, the Rev. J. E. Roberts, M.A., B.D., deliv- 
ered an eloquent and appropriate discourse on the 
occasion. Very interesting in the course of the same 
week was the Doctor's solitary appearance when he 
presided at a Baptist Young People's Rally, and gave 
a bright and impressive address to the young folks, 
who greeted him by a demonstration which evidently 
moved the heart of this venerable servant of God. 

With regard to the Doctor's private life one for- 
bears to draw aside the curtain, save to add that 
amidst a world-famed renown Dr. McLaren has 
known, how deeply, the unspeakable loss of his life's 
partner and other members of his household. 

Such is the portraiture of the man who has directly 
influenced three generations of preachers, sent forth 
unsurpassed expositions of the Word, spoken as one 
touched with the fire from off the altar and seeing the 
vision of things solemn and everlasting, to whom un- 
numbered multitudes owe their most cherished inspi- 
rations of divine life. But the man himself, modest 
and retiring, caring little for mere popularity, seems 
to recall the feeling of the soldiers of whom Cromwell 
remarked in his despatch of 1650, after the victory of 
Dunbar, ‘*I know they look not to be named."’ 

That the sunset of the declining'days of thig #ene- 
rated preacher of the Gospel may be radiant with the 
Master's joy, is the wish of thousands in many lands 
who regard him as the last of the great preachers of 
the nineteenth century living at the dawn of the 
twentieth. 


DARWEN, LANCASHIRE, ENGLAND. 





REPARATIONS for the cats’ dinner were going 
on apace. Nan had put three tiny squares of 
ham and two cubes of bread on each of the 

flowered china plates, and Lottie was placing them on 
the low round table with its clean white cloth. Bertha 
was hunting about the big play-room for the six red 
chairs in which the cats always sat. Wassy-wees and 
Janet, the eldest cats in the family, were all ready for 
dinner. Their pink-tipped ears showed daintily 
through their lace caps. Eye-bright and Mink had 
at last resigned themselves to their crimson collars, 
and Alice had taken in hand the restless Comet, when 
a faint squeak was heard at the door. 

‘*Bertha, did you shut up those six other cats in 
the hen-house?’’ Alice asked, holding Comet firmly 
between her knees as she tied a narrow blue ribbon 
around his white neck. ‘‘Did you lock the door? 
You know how you forget things.’’ 

** Yes I did,’’ Bertha answered. 
you hear. It isn’t anything.’’ 

There came another little sound at the door, this 
time more a whine than a squeak. Nan was at the 
corner cupboard filling plates for the next table. She 
dropped her knife, ran across the room, and opened 
the door. Then she gave a little cry, went outside, 
and shut the door after her. When she came back 
the cats were at the table and her sisters were deep in 
the exciting task of keeping each one in its own chair 
and occupied with its own plate. Wassy-wees and 
Janet had learned good table manners long ago, but 
not much could be said for the rest. 

‘«Where on earth have you been, and what is that 
you've got?’’ Lottie said, looking up at Nan who 
stood in the middle of the floor, her cheeks flushed, 
her gray eyes shining. She held in her arms a long 
brindled cat whose bones seemed scarcely covered by 
its brownish-black fur. 

**It’s a cat,’’ Nan said excitedly, ‘‘a poor starved 
cat. Somebody get it something to eat quick. Bertha, 
you do it. There's a bowl of milk there in the cup- 
board. Don't you all see it’s a cat ?’’ she said again. 

**I thought it was just a pen-and-ink sketch of 
one,’’ Alice said provokingly, ‘‘it's so black and 
bony.’’ But Bertha left Comet to his own devices 
and got the milk’and the scattered bits of bread and 
meat and put them in a‘tin plate on the hearth. The. 


‘¢ That isn’t a cat 
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strange cat leaped from Nan’s arms and began to eat 
ravenously, 

Meantime the banquet at the round table came to 
an end, Wassy-wees and Janet went off in their lace 
caps.to the cushion in the south window ; _ Lottie be- 
gan to clear the table, and Bertha to relieve Eye- 
bright and Mink of their unwelcome finery. Alice 
went over to the fire-place and looked down at Nan 
severely, 

** You know you can’t keep that cat, Nan,’’ she said. 

Nan drew the ugly stranger a little closer to her. 

‘*How many cats are out in the old hen-house 
now?"’ 

‘* Six,"’ Nan answered doggedly. 

‘¢ And how many in this room ?"’ 

‘* Sevea.,”’ 

‘« There are six,"’ Alice affirmed loftily. ‘<1 don't 
include that—that animal with our cats,"’ 

‘« He is a cat,’’ Nan contended. ‘Maybe he’s a 
foreign cat, he’s so long. ‘The largest animals are 
found in Asia and Africa,’’’ she quoted. 

‘¢ This isn't a Geography lesson, Nan Lewis. Come 
back to what we are talking about. How many kittens 
did Big Tom drown last week ?"’ 

Bertha gave a little gasp. She thought that ques- 
tion too cruel. Nan was silent. 

‘¢ Do you think it is honorable,’’ Alice persisted, 
‘*to want to keep this strange cat, this African cat, or 
whatever it is, wher five of our own family, five beau- 
tiful Lewis kittens, were drowned last week ?"’ 

Nan would not endanger her cause by a direct an- 
swer. ‘It's wrong to be dishonorable and it’ s-wrong 
to be hard-hearted,’’ she said. ‘*Good people won't 
be either.’’ 

‘*We might play he's a visitor and let him stay 
till supper,’’ suggested Bertha the peacemaker ; ‘‘ and 
then we can name him Vidmar. We've been wanting 
to name something Vidmar a long time."’ 

Poor Vidmar had nothing in looks or manners to 
win him friends, but Nan managed to keep him a 
week ; then it was found that he ate chickens, and Mrs. 
Lewis ordered Big Tom to take him off to the woods 
and leave him. 

That evening Nan went up the lot where Tom was 
feeding the horses. ‘‘ Big Tom,"’ she asked anxiously, 
‘*do you know anything about my cat ?’’ 

‘* You don’t mean jes one cat, I know,’’ Big Tom 
answered. ‘* You mean does I know anything about 
that regiment o' cats out in the ol’ hin ’ouse. Yes'm, 
it's a fine regiment, an’ keerful about who comes in 
to 'sociate with it.’’ 

‘« Big Tom,"’ Nan cried wofully, ‘did you drown 
Vidmar ?"’ 

‘* Ain’t been a cat drowned on this lot in a week,"’ 
Tom said with conviction. ‘‘I don’t say how many 
oughter been drowned.’ 

‘«« Well where is he then ?"’ 

**Where is who?'’ Tom began, but he could not 
long resist Nan'’s persistence, and he finally told her 
the truth, 

‘*Vidmar doesn’t feel out in the woods as you 
would, Nan,’’ her fataer said to her that night, trying 
to soothe her grief. ‘Cats are not afraid of the dark, 
and I don't think they mind the rain."’ 

‘¢ It isn't just that,’’ Nan said hiding her face on 
her father’s shoulder and sobbing again. 

*¢ What is it then?" 

‘« He will think I did not respect him, because he 
was a stranger and not like Comet and the rest. He 
may even think it was I that sent him away.’’ Her 
shoulders shook under her little white gown. 

‘*Did you ever treat him with disrespect?'’ her 
father asked. 


‘¢Papa! when he was so poor and shabby and had 


never had any good times in all his life before !"’ 

‘**I don't believe he thinks you sent him off,’’ Dr. 
Lewis said, carrying Nan over to the little bed where 
Lottie was sleeping soundly ; ‘+ but to-morrow we will 
go and see if he has found another home."’ 

They drove quite through the woods the next day 
and to the little settlement beyond without seeing any- 
thing of Vidmar. At last they stopped before a two- 
room house with strings of red peppers hanging over 
the rough door and red prince’ s-feathers growing in the 
uneven yard. A little negro girl sat on the doorstep 
in the sun, a long brindled cat asleep in her lap and 
half covered with her tern apron. 

‘It's Vidmar, Papa,’’ Nan whispered, trembling 
with excitement. ‘I just know it is. Tell her to 
bring him here."’ 

Dr. Lewis stopped his buggy before the gate which 
was sagging on one hinge. ‘‘ Have you seen anything 
of a lost cat around here?'’ he asked the little girl on 
the step. 

«¢ Yes, sir,’* little Sally assented glibly. ‘Dis is 
hit. Dis wus a los’ cat. De win’ an’ de rain druv 
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it home las’ night. Hit wus heap fatter’ n '‘twus buffo’ 
hit went off, but I knowed it. An’ hit knowed me,’’ she 
added with a comical twist of her small black head. 

‘* Maybe you didn’t feed it enough,"’ said Dr. Lewis. 

‘No sir, I didn't’’—Sally showed her white teeth. 
‘*IT wanted hit to ketch rats. I didn’t feed it enough, 
but I's gonter fum dis time on."’ 

The doctor lifted Nan from the buggy. She went 
into the yard and up to the child on the doorstep, 
carrying a paper sack full of rolls and fried chicken. 

‘* He's been visiting our cats,’’ Nan said as Vidmar 
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crawled out of Sally's lap and began to rub himself 
Feige am ary whining for her to take him. :*I 

ught he was lost and brought him something to eat. 
I didn’t know he would be at anybody's house when 
I brought so much,’* she added apologetically. 

Little Sally looked down into the paper sack and 
her black eyes glistened.. ‘Come back here, Bony- 
babe,*’ she called to her cat. «Come back here an’ 
le’s eat our breakfus’. Ain't hit a good breakfus’, 
Bony-babe ?"’ 

Decatur, Ga, 











How Shall I Study Archeology ? 


By Professor Robert W. Rogers, Ph.D., LL.D. 









HE progress of the archeological 
study of the Bible is so rapid as 
fairly to dazzle the observer's 
eyes. We who live daily at its 
receipt of custom are scarce able 
to appraise one new discovery 
before another is updn us. It 
were strange ind 
science did not lead its votaries 
to make excessive claims or rash 
deductions. By such, progress is 
increased, not diminished, for 

every one leads to discussion, and discussion is a well- 

tried handmaid of truth. I should be sorry to seem 
to make too great claims for the science, and I may 
perhaps count it safe to make scarcely any. There is 
indeed no more popular science in all the great list 
than this, and none is pursued more eagerly by ama- 
teurs. I am at times overwhelmed by letters from 

Massachusetts to Arizona asking for information about 
books on archeology. So, also, is the Editor of The 

Sunday School Times, and hence this attempt to in- 

dicate the better way of studying archeology. I shall 

direct my words to the beginner, and the great and 
noble army of experts, real or supposed, need not read 
this humble message. 

The best way to begin to study any subject is to 
secure first such a general survey as will provide. a 
nucleus for detailed knowledge, and then organize the 
details little by little, patiently and slowly, about this 
center. Let us begin our archeological study in this 
way by reading, first of all, 


IRA MAURICE Price. Zhe Monuments and the Old Tes- 
tament. Evidence from Ancient Records. Chicago, 
1899: The Christian Culture Press, Octavo, 321 pp. 
Price, $1.50. 

This is a most admirable preliminary survey, writ- 
ten by a first-class scholar, accurate yet simple, easy 
to read yet sufficient for enlightenment. The be- 
ginner who has read that book will know whether he 
wishes to go farther in the pursuit of his study. If he 
feels no glow of enthusiasm, no desire to know more, 
let me recommend him to try. some other subject. 
He was not meant by Dame Nature for a devotee of 
this mistress, Nay, stay a moment more. Let him 
try again. Sometimes one man can stir pulses where 
another has failed. Let him read 


A. H. Sayce. Fresh Light from the Ancient Monuments, 
Third edition. London, 1885: The Religious Tract 
Society, New York: Fleming H. Revell. Price, 
$1.20. 

This little book is somewhat out of date, but my 
friend Professor Sayce is a wizard. His graceful Eng- 
lish, his intoxicating enthusiasm, have enticed many 
into this subject. If this book docs not win my reader's 
interest, there’s no hope for him in this field. Let 
him go hence and study ‘‘ bugges and beasties and 
other inseks.”’ 

But suppose one or the other of these books have 
won a new disciple, what shall he do next? That is 
a much more difficult question to answer, and long 
have I pondered it. I do not feel quite sure of my 
answer, but perhaps the risk is not great in naming 
THEOPHILUS G. PincnEs. Zhe Old Testament in the 

Light of the Historical Records and Legends of Assyria 
and Babylonia. Octavo, pp. 520. New York: E. 
& J. B. Young. Price, $2.50 net. 


This is a much larger book, somewhat more tech- 





Eprtor’s Note.—As a convenience to readers, this valuable refer- 
ence article by Professor Rogers will be rinted in leafiet form, and 
will be congas by The Sunday School Times for 3 cents in stamps. 
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nical in character, but still ‘‘easily understanded of 
the people.’’ In it topics are treated at considerable 
length which found but slight exposition by Price or 
Sayce. But it serves another purpose, and an ex- 
tremely useful one. The reader will find that it pro- 
nounces a differing opinion upon some points from 
that which the first-named book had to offer. Some- 
times this may be due to more recent information, 
but much more often it is due to a different point of 
view. The reader who will learn from this that 
archeology is not a hard-and-fast body of doctrine, 
but a living, moving, developing science, will have 
made no little progress in his new study. He is 
ready now to enter even more fully into controverted 
fields, and may well essay to read 


Davip G. HoGarRtH. Authority and Archeology, Sacred 
and Profane. Essays on the Relation of Monuments 
to Biblical and Classical Literature by S. R. Driver, 
D.D., Ernest A. Gardner, M. A., F. LL. Griffith, 
M.A., F. Haverfield, M.A., A. C. Headlam, B.D., 
D. G. Hogarth, M.A., with an introductory chapter 
on the ‘* Nature of Archeology ’’ by the editor [D. G. 
Hogarth]. Large octavo, pp. 440. London: John 
Murray. New York: Scribner’s. Price, $5. ~ ° \ 


The first essay in this large volume is entitled: 


‘¢Hebrew Authority,’ and: is written by Professor 
Driver of Oxford. It is an exceedingly able paper, 
not, perhaps, to be accepted in all its parts without 
caution, but most admirably adapted to prune down 
excessive enthusiasm, and fitted to quicken in the new 
student's mind a little prudent criticism of those who 
would find in archeology a solvent of all difficulties 
and a supporter of all traditions. The reader will 
find Professor Driver assailing the views of Sayce and 
of Pinches, and may at first find himself ready to say, 
‘«Who, then, is to be believed?’’ The answer is 
that archeology has no Pope to decide its questions.’ 
The reader must learn to weigh and consider and test 
one by another until he have a mind and a judgment 
of his own, 

If our student has made his way thus far in safety 
and with some peace of mind, he may now with 
profit taste here and there a number of books from 
which he may broaden his knowledge. Such are, for 
example, 


C.J. Batt. Light from the East, or the Witness of the 
Monuments. London, 1899: Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
Pp. 256. New York: E. & J. B. Young & Co. 
Price, $6. 
{An elaborately illustrated book. Valuable also 
for translations of original documents. } 


E. SCHRADER. The Cuneiform Inscriptions and the Old 
Testament, Translated from the second enlarged Ger- 
man edition, with an introductory preface by the Rev. 
Owen C, Whitehouse, M.A. wo volumes, octavo, 
pp. xxxii, 310, and vii, 333. London: Williams and 
Norgate. Price, $4.80. 

A book of high importance, epoch-making in its 
influence, but now somewhat superseded. It is still 
valuable, for the careful student may easily correct its 
translations by other books named in this paper. 


H.V. Hivprecut. LZxplorations in Bible Lands During 
the Nineteenth Century. Philadelphia: A. J. Hol: 
man & Co., 1903. Pp. 809. Price, $3. 

[A large, interesting, and important book, contain- 
ing, besides the long accounteof the resurrection of 
Assyria and Babylonia by Professor Hilprecht, also 
papers on ‘‘ Researches in Palestine,’ by Dr. I. Benz- 
inger, ‘‘ Explorations in Egypt,’’ by Professor Georg 
Steindorff, ‘‘ Explorations in Arabia,'’ by Professor 
Fritz Hommel,’ and ‘‘ The So-called Hittites and 
their Inscriptions,’’ by Professor P. Jensen.] 
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A. H. Saver. The Higher Criticism-and the Verdict o 

the’ Monuments. few York, 1894: E. & J. 

‘Young & Co. Pp. 575. Price, $3. 
A. H. Sayce. Patriarchal Palestine. New York: E. & 

J. B. Young & Co, 1895. Pp. 277. Price, $1.50. 
_ [These two books by Professor Sayce are now some- 
what superseded, but they are so full of inspirational 
quality, so suggestive in many places, that it were 
folly to omit them. The reader who has studied 
Hogarth’s book named above will not be misled by 
anything that they contain, but may use them in 
places to correct the emphasis of Hogarth. ] 

We have now come. to the place where our pupil 
may almost count himself to have reached the stage 
of an advanced student,—that much to be desired 
place of honor and dignity! If must prescribe for him 
a course of study that will lead him into more detailed 
knowledge. He has learned that archeology is closely 
related to history. He found, in the very first book 
read, that much space was given to Egypt and to 
Assyria and Babylonia. He is now ready to learn 
more of their history. Without this, his archeologi- 
cal knowledge must always remain fragmentary and 
colorless. The advice that follows now is, therefore, 
to go seriously to work on the history of Egypt, for 
which, at long last, we have an available history, fine 
in scholarship, interesting in content, and handsomely 
made and illustrated, namely, 


James Henry Breastep. A History of Egypt, from the 
Earliest Times to the Persian Conquest. New York, 
1905 : Charles Scribner’s Sons. Pp. 634. Price, $5. 


The inscription material on which this history is 
based will be found assembled and translated in 


James HENRY BREASTED. Ancient Records of Egyft. 
Four volumes.. Price net, $3 each, if ordered before 
the publication is completed. After July 1, 1906, the 
price for the four volumes will be $15. Chicago: The 
University of Chicago Press. 

Two volumes of this series have appeared. They 
are invaluable to the advanced student who needs to 
have before him the very words of Egypt's mighty 
men. A similar series containing the ‘* Ancient 
Records of Assyria and Babylon,’’ and another con- 
taining the records of ‘* Palestine, Phoenicia, and 
Syria,’’ are promised, and may well be eagerly ex- 
pected. F 


For Assyria and Babylonia he will probably have to 
make use of 


ROBERT WILLIAM Rocers. A History of BabyAnia and 
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Assyria. In two volumes; .New York, 1900: Eaton 
& Mains. ° Pp., Vol. 1, 429; Vol. Il, 418. $5. 


“To co-ordinate the history of Israel and of all 
Israel's neighbors, the student would find very useful 


GEORGE STEPHEN GOODSPEED, A History of the Ancient 
World. New York, 1904: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 
Pp. 483. Price, $1.50. 

Lewis BAYLEs Paton. Zhe Early History of Syria and 
Palestine. New York, 1901: Charles Scribner’s Sons. 
Pp. xxxvi and 302, Price, $1.25 net. 

James Freperick McCurpy. Aistory, Prophecy and the 
Monuments, or Israel and the Nations. Three vol- 
umes, New York, 1894-1901: The Macmillan Co, 
Price, each $3, net. 


These last two works are very useful, and the reader 
will find it interesting and profitable to compare them 
with Breasted and Rogers on Egypt and Babylonia. 

I have planned a pretty long and somewhat difficult 
course of study. Let no man plunge too quickly into 
its current.- Let no man attempt too much, and so 
break down in discouragement. Begin slowly, work 
steadily, and the joy of moderate conquest will sus- 
tain the spirits in the flagging hours. 

And now finally a word of encouragement and in- 
citement. -' Nothing outlined above is beyond the 
powers of those who read no language but English, 
and possess no education beyond that of the common 
schools. They who have a higher training will master 
it more quickly, will carry forward a larger and richer 
attainment. But no man can read these books and 
not prepare himself the better to understand the new 
discoveries as they come. No great new discovery 
escapes chronicle in the pages of The Sunday School 
Times, either by the expert hand of Professor Hil- 
precht or by some other. But mark this well, dear 
reader : No, man really understands the new discovery 
who has not at least some part of the information 
already in his possession whose acquirement I have 
suggested in these columns. He alone understands a 
new discovery who. knows the old discoveries, and so is 
able to relate the new to the old. Here's a good wish 
to the archeologists of ¢o-morrow, who shall begin /0- 
day on this course. : They will make better readers 
of The Sunday School Times, and will give its editors 
a merry: chase after new discoveries. They will know 
their Bibles better, for the Bible was written in the 
ancient Orient, and archeology has antiquity for its 
province. 


Drew THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, Mapison, N. J. 





How Jesus Taught mati’'c Bacbaugh 


VI. Information versus Inspiration 
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ae one sits at his desk his mind perplexed, 
his pen poised above his manuscript, debating 
what. to set forth, a great longing for just the 

right message possesses one’s spirit. If only one 
could have been present just for a day with Jesus as 
he taught! If only some one who was present had 
written for us the things we so much desire to know ! 

If—but why waste time in idle speculations ? 

Some one did see him teach. Some one Aas re- 
corded his impressions of Jesus’ teaching. But the 
recorder was so much more concerned with the mes- 
sage than with the manner that it puzzles. not a little 
the pedagogic inquirer to vision the conditions under 
which the Teacher's perfect work was done. Let us 
look more carefully at the story as it comes to us. 

Both Matthew and Mark point out a quality of 
Jesus’ teaching that is worthy of our consideration. 
They tell us that the people were amazed at his doc- 
trine, for, he taught them as one having authority. 
This is a distinctly fresh note in teaching, The au- 
thorities are few. The interpreters are many. Those 
that teach from authority are found in every school. 
Those that teach with authority are rarely met with in 
the long line of teachers stretching through the ages. 
It is a sad fact that most teachers are bound up be- 
tween ‘quotation marks. Their one commendable 
trait is their industry in finding authoritative sayings 
which they proudly parade as teaching power. They 
are good carriers of the ores that more rugged and 
more powerful men have digged. 

_ Jesus was authority. He quoted the quasi-authori- 
ties of his day and of his people only to show by con- 
trast the more excellent way which he set. 

In fimes of great stress nations send to the courts 


of other nations envoys extraordinary and ministers 
plenipotentiary. These men are given plenary pow- 
ers. They speak, and the whole nation stands pledged 
to their utterance. They are authority. From their 
acts there is no appeal. This plenary power is given 
to few, and to them only because they know how to 
use it. Jesus taught with plenary power. He spoke, 
and the whole of God's universe stands pledged to 
his utterances. This solemn and supreme power 
gave him absolute freedom to speak as never man 
spake. There is no appeal from his power, his 
words, his acts. They stand as secure as God, for 
he was God revealed in the flesh. He burst the 
quotation marks of narrow spirits, and wrote new 
meanings for men and for life. 

A teacher knows when he touches the live wire of 
truth. He is shocked out of information into inspira- 
tion. No man touches truth at first-hand whose 
spirit is not thrilled with a delight at once devout and 
overmastering. Information is cheap. It may be 
had by the bookful, the libraryful ; but inspiration is 
priceless. It is the rare possession of fearless souls 
whose quest has brought them face to face with God's 
truth in untrodden ways, or with new forms of truth 
in the well-beaten paths. 

Jesus was an inspirational teacher. He cared not 
less for the exact facts, but more for the quality of soul. 
He fed hungry souls, not with the husks of truth, but 
with the kernel and full grain of God's garner. 
There is a quality in good teaching which eludes analy- 
sis. When one has set forth all the elements which 
seem to explain a great teacher's work, there remains 
that most elusive element which, more than any other, 
is the explanation of his power. One may call it per- 
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sonality, but in doing so one is well aware that the 
characterization is inadequate. It is the touch of in- 
spiration suffusing personality, and making for suc- 
cessful effort. It is a sort of over-soul which, as it 

one, lifts him above himself.. At its best, 
one jis inclined to characterize it as the spirit of God 
animating human souls, and giving them power be- 
yond the powerof man. We are told that the follow- 
ers of Jesus on the day of Pentecost spoke ‘‘ as the 
Spirit gave them utterance.’’ It is unquestionably 
true that one is at his best when, like Jesus on his 
memorable visit to his home town, he is ‘‘in the 
power of the Spirit.'" We teach best when we are 
most thoroughly identified with the Spirit of God. 
Jesus was one with this divine power—the transcend- 
ent, inspirational power—that is for those who wait 
expectantly upon the Lord. 

We are too often inclined to regard this element of 
power as a matter wholly within the sphere of minis- 
terial activity. It is as much the possession of a true 
teacher of children as it is the possession of the or- 
dained minister. It is yours, teacher, for the asking, 
providing you live for it as you ask for it. Gud hears 
the call that comes from a serving and seeking spirit. 
We are also inclined to regard all this as experience 
in personal life rather than as an asset in teacher 
equipment. But'it is the lesson of history that great 
teaching is always inspirational teaching. One may 
gain such an insight into any field of Auth as will lift 
him into enthusiastic and inspirational activity. 

The specific source of a teacher's power is to be 
traced to no single equipment. It is rather to be 
found in that quality of soul which is the reaction of 
one's personality upon the complex elements of one's 
knowledge. There results an element of power, en- 
thusiasm, and inspiration for truth which carries 
with it conviction and certainty. Happy the teacher 
who keeps so close to the Spirit that all the knowledge 
that surges through the soul breaks into light and life. 
Let us by no means question the presence and virtue 
of this quality in the teacher's equipment upon the 
senseless assumption that it cannot be because we 
cannot clearly define it. 

It is this inspirational quality in the teacher that 
makes steadfast followers. Mere intellectual bril- 
liancy is not sufficient to arouse enthusiasm and to 
mold disciples. Back of the facts that we possess is 
the spirit that gives to these facts point and purpose. 
To grasp all that a great teacher means to his pupils 
one must reckon with this spirit. One cannot rightly 
measure the power of Jesus upon his disciples by the 
knowledge he imparted to them. One must take into 
consideration the subtle spirit of a finished teacher to 
understand why men in all subsequent. time are will- 
ing to hear him, to believe him, to follow him, to die 
for him, All great leaders of men possess a measure 
of power ; none but Jesus have ever had it as he had 
it, for he was himself the source of his own power, as 
he is the source of all men’s power, 

On that memorable journey to Emmaus this quality 
was freely manifested. The disciples were so over- 
come by the quality and the breadth of his teaching 
that their one supreme confession is ‘‘ Was not our 
heart burning within us, while he spake with us by 
the way, while he opened to us the scriptures ?’’ 
This is power that one may well long for, strive for, 
pray for,—the power to set a great glow in the heart, 
a great vision in the mind, a great purpose in the 
soul. Let us ponder this long and earnestly. It is 
the source of strength and of power in all true teach- 
ing. Can you, do you, warm the hearts of your 
pupils and set supreme purpose in their souls when 
you talk to them, and when you open the Scriptures 
to them ? 


Questions and Suggestions © 


1. Why did the writers of the Gospels report more con- 
cerning what Jesus said than how he said it ? 

2. Were the disciples in any adequate way fitted to de- 
scribe the pedagogic processes of fesus ? 

3- Just what makes one an authority ? 
thority upon any phase of teaching ? 
ceed to become an authority ? 

4. Define inspiration, and apply your definition to the 
teaching of Socrates, Abelard, Comenius, Pestalozzi, and 
Jesus. 

5. How would you proceed to acquire information ? in- 
Spiration ? . 

6. Discuss the relative value of information and inspira- 
tion as teaching power. 

7. What limits would you place on the scope of the 
power of inspiration ? 

8. What makes disciples ? 

9g. Are you an inspirational teacher? Prove your an- 
swer. . 

10. Study Luke 24: 13-35, and formulate your impres- 
sions of the quality and scope of Jesus’ teaching power. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


Are you an au- 
Hiow would you pro- 
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. Calvary Sunday-School Prepares for Children’s Day 


XPERIENCE teaches that the success of anniversary 
days in a Sunday-school depends entirely upon the 
time and care taken in preparation for them, 

Whether one of the many excellent programs furnished by 
publication societies is used, or one ——— original in 
the school, the only safe course to follow is to begin weeks 
or. even months in advance, and perfect every detail of the 

lan, The wise superintendent will call about him the 

t workers in his school to assist in preparation, ‘There 

is no school, no matter how small, but has in its member- 
ship one or more persons who, if responsibility is placed 
upon them, can originate and perfect plans for such anni- 
versaries as Children’s Day, and never fail of success, 
What children do is always interesting, entertaining, and 
instructive, and yet that fact does not excuse too light a 
program. Children understand far better than many sup- 
pose what a first-class program means, and the higher the 
grade of the work given them the more spirit they put into it, 
and consequently the greater the success achieved. 


How to Construct a Special 

A successful program must have a well-defined plan,—a 
theme running through it, from beginning to the end. The 
theme should be selected, and the program built about it. 
It is marvelous how suggestions will fall over each other to 
present themselves to the intelligent committee, striving to 
attain the best results in an anniversary exercise, if the 
members of the committee will take time to sit down and 
think. There is too little thinking done by many Sunday- 
school officers and committeemen. Too many throw the 
parts of a program together, and hope for success in its 
presentation, but success never comes in that way. It will 
come, however, to the untiring worker, whether in the 
large city school, or some school in a little village, or in 
the country districts. It means no end of thinking and 
planning—of making the parts of the program fit, of having 
a point to it all, and never losing sight of the point. The 
best material in the school must be used, without the 
slightest favoritism in the selection of children. 

The great anniversary which has come to be known as 
Children’s Day the world over, ¢r especially in this coun- 
try, will be observed in the month of June, Work on the 
program ought now to be we] under way, and yet there is 
time enough left to prepare a good one, 


Anniversary Days at Calvary 

In the Sunday-school of Calvary Baptist Church of the 
city of Washington. -we observe four or five anniversary 
days during the year, and all the programs are elaborate in 
conception and execution, Some of us are gathering ma- 
terial all the time and Jaying it away for future use. 

At a meeting of the Officers’ Council of the Sunday- 
school, held early in December, 1905, a proposition was 
presented for approval which included three meetings to 
be held in the interests of the school, leading up to a rally 
on the last Sunday in March, and the making of an offer- 
ing for missions on that day which should be worthy of the 
school and of the cause. : 

A word first concerning one of our anniversary days 
which has been observed regularly since 1894, and has 
come to be known with us as Roll Call Day. Back in the 
early nineties, Calvary school, always a prosperous one, 
began to crowd its quarters, and the point was reached 
where more growth made more room imperative. The 
church sealtbed the situation, and a movement was set on 
foot to meet the emergency. The result was one of the 
most complete Sunday-school houses in this country. On 
March 25, 1894, the building was occupied for the. first 
time. The roll was called that day by classes, and, 
although the rain poured down the entire day, there was a 
large attendance. At the appointed hour the school and 
its friends, 1,374 in number, marched to the new house, 
which was formally dedicated. From this came the prac- 
tise annually on the last Sunday in March of calling the 
roll of the school, with all of the departments united in one 
great service. For a few years past we have introduced 
the plan of making an offering for missions,—city, home, 
and foreign,—on our Roll Call Day. 


Taking the First Steps 

The first of the series of meetings referred to above was 
held on Sunday evening, January 7, taking the place of 
the regular Sunday evening service, although the pastor, 
the Rev. Dr. Samuel H. Greene, officiated, and preached 
a notable sermon. It v'as a meeting for all the officers, 
teachers, and substitute teachers of the main school and 
memorial mission in preparation for the work of a new year, 
but especially for the winter months. In preparing for 
this service, announcement was made in a personal note 
addressed to each of the officers and teachers of the two 
schools. This gave the date and place of meeting. Natu- 
rally it was the cause of many — concerning the 
object. On the last Sunday in December the first public 
announcement was made, and also on that day a neatly- 
printed invitation was handed to each officer, teacher, and 
substitute teacher, giving again the time and place of meet- 
ing, and urging them to be present, The service was held 
at 7.30 o’clock, but at. 7 o’clock the entire company in- 
vited to participate met in the Sunday-school house and 
marched in a body to the church auditorium, 300 strong, 
occupying the pews in the central part of the house, which 
had been reserved for them. The remainder of the room 
was occupied by a large audience of attentive listeners. 


By Pierson H. Bristow 


The pastor spoke on ‘* The Sacredness of the Teacher's 
Calling,’’ which he greatly exalted. . 

The second meeting was called for Thursday, January 18. 
This was held at ten o’clock in the morning for prayer and 
instruction, and immediately followed by a house-to-house 
visitation in seventy-four city blocks surrounding the church. 
The same care in this plan was taken as had been in 
preparation for the first meeting: Public announcement 
was made of it and volunteers called for, In addition to 
this, the teachers were again addressed personally and re- 
quested to assist, and also to secure the co-operation of 
members of their classes. Nearly one hundred persons 
responded in one way or another on the day of the canvass. 
The work was done between the hours of eleven-o’clock 
Thursday morning and four o’clock in the afternoon. This 
day was selected because in the evening occurred the regu- 
lar weekly prayer-meeting, and the hour. of this meeting 





was spent in listening to experiences of the enthusiastic - 


canvassers, which were intensely interesting. This was a 
a demonstration of city mission work. About 
urteen hundred persons were visited and four hundred 
invitations extended to men, women, and children, not 
connected with other schools, to become members. 


Roll Call Day 


Immediately following this effort, preparation was begun 
for the Roll Call Day on March 25, which was the third in 
the series, and a regular anniversary day. Many of the 
features are similar to those of Children’s Day. Mite-boxes 
were provided for each member of the kindergarten, pri- 
mary, intermediate, and junior departments, and larger 
boxes for each class in the adult and Home Departments, 
and it was announced that we wanted the largest offering 
the school had ever made for missions. The superintend- 
ent and his assistant in charge of preparing public exer- 
cises, together with a committee carefully selected for that 
purpose, began work on the program for the day. Mis- 
sions in Africa was selected as the theme. 

Different members of the special committee were assigned 
the task of writing short, simple stories concerning Chris- 
tian work in Africa; These included a little about the 
ancient church at’ Alexandria, but treated mainly of the 
efforts of Livingstone, Stanley, Mr. and Mrs. Moffat, 
Mackay, Richards, arid others. They told in the most en- 
tertaining way of the work in all parts of the Dark Conti- 
nent by modern missionaries. The stories were then 
subdivided and assigned to a number of children, who 
were to tell them from the platform as though in their own 
way they were talking of the wonderful advancement of 
modern missions among the people of the great neglected 
continent. On Sunday, March 18, more than two thou- 
sand printed invitations, addressed to each member of the 
school from the youngest to the oldest, were given to the 
teachers for distribution, and to be sent to members of 
classes not present, The invitation read as follows: 


DEAR FRIEND: 

On Sunday morning, March 25, 1906, at ten o'clock 
sharp, you will please present yourself at the Sunday-school of 
Calvary Baptist Church for 


The Call of the Roll 


The remainder of the program will consist of singing and of 
stories told by a score of children of the marvelous work of 
Christians for Africa. The stories will begin with a little of the 
history of the early church at Alexandria, and will include 

limpses of the work of Livingstone, Stanley, Mackay, Moffat, 
Richards, and others who have helped to lighten the Dark 
Continent. Let ‘‘ banner classes" and a banner offering be the 
crv of the day.” 


These lines followed the invitation : - 


All fiesh shall see the salvation of God (I.uke 3: 6). 

F rom generation to generation is His kingdom (Dan. 4: 3). 
Return and gather ye from all nations (Deut. 30 : 3). 

I nto all the world go ye (Mark 16: 15). 

C onsider that this nation is thy people (Exod. 33 : 13). 

As I live, every knee shall bow to me (Rom. 14: 11). 


The result of this preparation and the enthusiasm natu- 
rally attending it was that on Sunday morning, March 25, 
more than 1,400 men, women, and children flocked to the 
Sunday-school house. This despite the fact that the streets 
were covered with melting snow, which made it almost im- 
possible for the very little people to get out at all. Each 
department met in its own room, and at the signal of the 
playing of the church organ, the whole company marched 
rapidly, but without confusion, to the auditorium of the 
church and to pews that had been assigned to each depart- 
ment and class. Between 800 and goo adults and from 
500 to 600 young people and children were present. 
Nearly fifty persons, principally children, took part in the 
program, which was about one hour and twenty minutes in 
length. 

For an offertory, a male chorus of more than 200 voices 
sang ‘*Speed Away.’’ The offering was $423.75. The 
boxes and general contributions were taken up in baskets 
and carrie/ to the entrance farthest from the platform. 
Little children assigned to that duty then went without 
prompting, and, taking the baskets, marched two by two 
down the broad aisles to the music of the organ, and stood 
in front of the platform during the dedicatory praye*. 


From the day this series of meetings was proposed to the 
Council until the final m ons completed and pre- 
sented, there were hands everywhere ready for service. 
There were difficulties to overcome, of course, but the way 
to success is never without them. In the light of good 
results, these are readily forgotten, and encouragement is 
found to eps greater things. ; 

The series of meetings, closing with our Roll Call Day, 
had a marked effect upon the school, The average attend- 
ance has been the largest In its history, and enthusiasm in 
all its work has run high. 

The officers and teachers were in line, ready for the call to 
duty on the evening of January 7. It was easy to rally forces 


- for the visitation and practical mission work on January.18. 


The keynote sounded in the first meeting, and given 
greater emphasis in the second, was caught up by the more 
than two thousand members in preparation for the third, 
and against a stormy day, enthusiasm did not fail, and 
success was our reward. 


How Children’s Day was Observed Last Year 

The program for the coming Children’s Day in Calvary 
Sunday-school is not yet worked ont enough tc give a very 
definite idea of what it is to be, though the general plan is 
agreed upon and the material in hand. In its unfinished 
form, however, the exercises as they will be given on the 
second Sunday in June cannot be described so as to give 
an intelligent conception of it to the readers of the Times. 
For the purposes of this article something concerning the 
one of a year ago will serve better, as its success has become 
a part of the history of such days, as we observe them, 

Two kindred themes were chosen, and the program 
arranged and presented in two parts, one supplementing 
the other. These themes were, first, ‘‘The Father’s 
Grace,’’ and second, ‘‘Our Loving Service.’? Twenty- 
seven children were used in special parts, in addition to a 
boys’ chorus of twenty voices and a girls’ chorus of thirty- 
two voices,—a total of seventy-nine children, large and 
small. In another chorus more than two hundred and 
fifty children of the kindergarten and primary departments 
sung, and there was still another chorus sung by six hun- 
dred children, and two hymns by the great gathering. 


Praises from Sixteen Hundred Voices 

The adult department and the Home Department went 
to the large church auditorium first, while the church 
organist played a triumphal march, ‘ The parts of the room 
assigned to the other departments were reserved and Care- 
fully kept for them. As soon as the two departments of 
adults were seated, and while the inspiring strains of. the 
organ continued, the primary, intermediate, and junior de- 
partments began their march into the auditorium through 
four entrances, and at a given signal the organist began 
playing a rousing hymn, and more than a thousand voices 
of men and women took up the strains and sang until the 
young people and children were seated. These also joined 
in the singing as soon as they had entered the room, making 
the scene one of great inspiration. In every part of the 
house trained ushers*took dal of the lines of children as 
they entered the room, and they were seated without con- 
fusion and without the least interruption in the singing. 

At another signal the school stood up and-sang a song of 
welcome to a hundred and fifty children from the kinder- 
garten as they marched down the aisles. These little 
people ranged in age from two to six years, and many of 
them, catching the song, which they knew, swelled the 
chorus with their little voices. The choruses sung were 
** Awake, O Sleeping Valleys’’ and ‘* Children’s Hosan- 
nas.’’? There was the usual Scripture reading and prayer, 
and another chorus, ‘‘ That Sweet Story of Old.’’ The 
primary department sang ‘‘ Our Father’s Care,” and there 
was a ‘*Children’s Day Greeting’’ by the kindergarten. 

The first theme, ‘‘Our Father’s Grace,’’ was then de- 
veloped in song and recitation by the children, singly and 
in groups. The subjects of recitations were ‘*God Wants 
the Young,”* ** The Children’s Part,’’ ‘‘ What to Learn,” 
**I am God’s Little Child,’’ and ‘* The Child Jesus.” 
The boys’ chorus sang, ‘‘ Father, keep them thine,’’ ** Only 
a little child,’’ and ‘* Dear Jesus, ever at my side.” — 


What Can Children Do ? 

The second part, with ‘‘ Our Loving Service ”’ for the 
theme, opened with a recitation, ‘‘ Help to Set the World 
Rejoicing.”” In this part there were two group recitations, 
** What the Children May Do”’ and ‘* What to Do.’”’ The 
girls’ chorus sang, ‘‘Do Something Kind To-day,’’ and 
the subject of the second recitation was ‘‘ Something to 
Give.’’ A men’s chorus sang the offertory. All through 
this second part ran the thought of doing for and giving to 
others who are in need, not so much 6f money as of love 
and sympathy. The offering, which amounted to more 
than $250, was for the playground and fresh air fund of 
this city. The children, even the youngest of them, under- 
stood that the money was to help make life a little more 
pleasant for many children who must play in the streets, if 
out of doors at all, and who rarely ever get a breath of 
fresh air outside the city, see the trees and meadows and 
fields of the country, or hear a wild bird’s song. 

After the benediction the school retired singing as a re- 
cessional -hymn, ‘‘ Hark! hark! my soul,’’ The strains 
of the organ did not cease until the last person was out of 
the auditorium. 

WasuincTon, D. C. 
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_ Parents’ Problems 
Patterson Du Bois 


Mr. Du Bois suggests that childhood is not the only stage 
of life which a parent should view seriously, Quite as 
many, if not more, vital mistakes are made in dealing with 
youth in early and middle adolescence—say from twelve to 
seventeen—as in dealing with younger children. oe 
r) and a grandparent of sixty-five may even need advis- 
Li 5 whole oltitieds losin ibe adult p 
mf desirable that parents and others who are not seeking 
advice, but who, from their own experience, have sugges- 


tions to make, should report them here for the general good. 





| In the case you notice in The Sunday School Times of March 
31, the writer says the boys prayed for a new velocipede. Do 


you think it is best to have children brought up to the idea . 


of praying for what they want? Is it not a risky practise? 
May it not prove perilous? They will pray for things be- 
yond their years, their time, that are not suited to their view 
of life. ‘They must fail to receive these things. ‘The parents, 
as overseers and providers of the children, must deny them. 
What will be the influence of such experiences on the chil- 
dren? Again, proper and suited and desirable as the things 
may be, and much as parents would like to provide them for 
the children, they cannot devote the time to them, or the money. 
No offset of reasoning can apply here as in the former case, only 
a humiliating refusal to meet the desires of the children. What 
must be the influence of such experiences in praying? I gather 
from your answers in the case — that you would not 
encourage parents to provide things because their children 
have made them subjects of prayer to God. Doesn't this the 
more argue against such arbitrary praying ?—J. C. K. 

As it is in the very nature of childhood to be impulsive 
and whimsical, I would not encourage a little child to pray 
for everything he wants. Neither would I seem prohib- 
itive. Much tact is required to preserve the child’s spon- 
taneity in his relations to God and yet to avoid the very 
‘danger that this correspondent speaks of. In any case, 
one thing must be insisted on,—that God knows best. It 
is well for a child to get into the habit of talking over his 
desires with his parents before bringing them to God. In 
this way the child can be at once directed and restrained. 
It is well, too, thus to have the parents’ wish and authority 
closely linked with God’s. The child ought not to pray 

_too easily over his father’s head, or ignore earthly authority 
“by going too directly to the Higher Power. Some parents 
utge a child to pray for a certain thing—at Christmas, for 
instance—which they know the child is going to get. I 
‘believe this usually very unwise. It means disaster later, 
—very often, -when the child, encouraged by guccess, 
rays for what he ought not to have and does not get. 

e wholé question is a delicate one, and requires a tactful 

devotion to the child’s best interests. But I believe the 
best general yong is to have the child come first to the 
parent for all mere property acquisitions. Of course for 
urely moral and spiritual requests there may be greater 
reedom of supplication. 


| ‘We have four children, two boys and two girls, ages from 
two years old to nearly -eleven. e have always had family 
prayers, trying to bring out a lesson the children can under- 
stand and apply to themselves. At present we are reading 
Old Testament stories for morning prayers, and the daily 
réadings. in connection with the Sunday-school lesson for 
evening prayers. We try to teach the children what the Bible 
teaches for everyday ‘iving, and when they come from school 
teHing of some other boy or girl who has-treated them un- 
kindly, and how they are going **to get even,’’ we try to bring 
home the lesson that God teaches us to treat kiadly those who 
have treated us unkindly, or, if they say it is hard for them to 
be good in school because some one else is naughty, that they 
should be good because it is right, and not because some one 
else is or is not,—that they should do ¢heir part, and overcome 
evil, and not be overcome by evil. And often we tell them the 
Bible says to be ‘‘doets of the word, and not hearers only,”’ 
and that as far back as they can remember they have been 
taught from God's Word, and if they simply keep on hearing 
it but not doing it, it will-be worse for them than if they had 
never been taught what is right. z 

Now the question I wish to ask is this: Will such contin- 
ued teaching be ‘‘line upon line,’’ ‘a little here and a little 
there,"’ that will finally impress itself upon their lives, and 
mold them into right doing, or will the oft repeated warnings 
come to be so familiar to them that they will but enter one ear 
and go out the other? M’y mostearnest desire concerning my 
children is that.I may train them up to be:men and women 
who will do God's will, not half-heartedly, but just as he wants 
them to. Sometimes I wonder if I say too much to them. So 
I would like to see the subject discussed. They are children 
with common faults,—quick, tempers, saying things unkind 
when angry, and then feeling’ very sorry for it afterwards, and 
always promising to ‘‘ be better.'’ I shall be thankful for any 
help you may give me.—O., L. R. 

_It is not possible for young children to make much of 
distant consequences. - It isthe ‘‘here’’ and *‘ now ’’ that 
influence them, and tnese must be visible and concrete. 
Your motives are good, but your method is too didactic ; 
you talk too much in abstract terms. To be ‘doers of the 
Word ’’ is a very vague direction to a child’s mind. And 
the fact that- the Bible advises it does not go for much in 

ractise, because the child wants a pictorial, visible ideal to 

llow. Mere generalities are inefficient with young minds. 

You doubtless **teach’’ too much. The child recoils 
from continual correction and direction. He wants to do 
most things of his own motion, and ought to exercise his 
will freely._. A first-class, vivid, vivacious, poigted story. of 


eny. It is, 


the return of good for evil,—call it a better way of getting 
é en, — without personal moralizing, would er 
toward furnishing the necessary ideal than the abstractions 
of ‘line upon line.’’ Show that there is more than one 
way of ‘*¢ 2tting even,’’ more than one way of overcoming 

il, Get the child to think it out with you. Show it, not 
by didactic reasoning or abstract exhortation or command, 
but by the visible instance from life. Avoid seeing much. 
Show sympathy for the child’s very natural temptation to 


go with the crowd at school. . Don’t expect a sudden re- ” 


versal of all habit. When — see a good opportunity, 
help the child toward a self-conquest. And be very par- 
ticular:'to show him that you have to make the same fight 
for yourself. Go out of your way to be magnentpoats be- 
fore your child; make sure that he has seen how you man- 
aged the overcoming process, but do not make display or 
boasting over your victory. ,.When he succeeds and is pleased 
with his success, show your delight, and join with him in a 
prayer of gratitude that the strength to ‘* overcome ’’ was 
given. The philosophy of doing right for right’s sake 
will-do better ten years later. Just now sympathy and the 
living ideal are most influential. 
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Temperance Questions 
Mrs. Zillah Foster Stevens 


COUNTRY SUNDAY-SCHOOL.— For reasons of economy we 
must make, instead of parchesing, our own wall-pledge, tem- 
perance charts, etc. Can you tell us of materials to use that 
are inexpensive, yet serviceable ? 

Sign-painters’ muslin, at twelve and a half cents a yard, 
makes a good foundation. For lettering, use black 
asphaltum varnish, or the black liquid enamel used for 
painting stoves and registers. 





FIELD WORKER.—Where can I get facts for an anti-cigar- 
ette campaign ? 

1. The best compilation of facts on the cigarette within my 
knowledge was recently prepared by the women of Canada. 
United States stamps are useless in Canada ; therefore send 
a silver dime to Mrs. Dr. Bascom, 1339 King’s Street, 
Toronto, Ontario, requesting a complete set of ‘‘ First and 
Second Programs : Shall Canada Banish the Cigarette ?’’ 

2. Two cents sent to The ‘Surday School Times ‘will 
bring leaflet, ‘‘ Cigarettes : A Perilous Intemperance.’’ 

3. The National Anti-cigarette League, 184 La Salle 
Street, Chicago, furnishes leaflets. Send six cents for 
samples. 

4. Miss Ruby Gilbert, The Silversmith Building, Chicago, 
has anti-cigarette literature. 





CALIFORNIA. — Where can I get anti-cigarette pledge- 
cards ? 

From W. B. Jacobs, 132 La Salle. Street, Chicago, and 
from the National Anti-Cigarette League, 184 La Salle 
Street, Chicago. 

TEMPERANCE SUPERINTENDENT.—I have been appointed 
temperance superintendent in our Sunday-school. What 


supplies do I need? Where can I get them? Outline my - 


duties. 


1. You need a wall-pledge, obtained from W. B. Jacobs, 
132 LaSalle Street, Chicago, or you can make one. 2. 
Pledge-cards, obtained, perhaps, from your own denomina- 
tional Bnet eames or from W, B, Jacobs or Mrs. 
Stella B. Irvine, Riverside, California.- 3. A pledge-book 
for recording the names of pledge-signers. Any blank- 
book, properly ruled, will serve. 4. A collection of tem- 
perance facts, leaflets on methods of doing temperance 
work, temperance music, etc. Briefly outlined, your 
duties are to gather facts, prepare programs, and direct the 
work of making .e¢ery one of the quarterly temperance 
Sundays count for definite temperance instruction in every 
department of your school, —instruction that shall ‘* educate 
your school for total abstinence, and for the destruction of 
the liquor traffic,’’ as Dr. Potts expresses it. 


‘MEN'S CLass.—Kindly point out a way of using the lesson 
on John the Baptist as the basis of a temperance ) Fen for a 
class of young men. 

Lesson statement: John the Baptist was a reformer, 
dealing fearlessly and faithfully with the specific evils of his 
own age. His distinguishing characteristic was his stead- 
fast purpose never to consent to wrong. ‘‘ Silence gives 
consent,’’ and in that day, as in this, evils flourished be- 
cause good people who were timid consented to them by 
their silence. Not so John the Baptist, the ‘‘man sent 
from God.’’ If a practise was evil, against it John uttered 
his earnest protest. The evil might be. popular; it might 
be strongly rooted in social customs, .it might be protected 
by business usages, it might be firmly established in the 
place of power; nevertheless, ‘‘It is not lawful,’’ was 
John’s brave declaration concerning it. 

Temperance application : If John the Baptist were living 
to-day, what special evil practises would be the targets of 
his earnest protests? Many, doubtless; and surely among 
them would be the evils. of intemperance and the liquor 
traffic, What just charges could a John the Baptist of 
1906: bring..against these specific evils? A discussion of 





this question will not fail to keep your young men busy for 
the lesson period. 





YOUNG SUPERINTENDENT.—We are certain that our boys 
need anti-cigarette teaching, but as our pastor smokes, we are 
uncertain:as to the wisdom of observing a special anti-cigar- 
ette day. What would you do? Give reasons. 

I would surely observe the anti-cigarette occasion, The 
cigarette habit is working physical, mental, and moral 
destruction among the boys of this generation. In sound 
instruction lies the greatest hope of safety for them, As 
a superintendent, you have accepted the responsibility 
of providing such teaching as will lead them to correct 
thinking, right conclusions, and safe choices. They are 
entitled to such teaching, and are defrauded if it is with- 
held. 

While the fact of your pastor’s indulgence in the ques- 
tionable habit of smoking makes special anti-cigarette 
teaching difficult, still it does not alter the fact that such 
teaching is a duty, and that it should be presented in the 
most interesting and impressive way possible. To point 
out the dangers of the one habit, while your pastor prac- 
tises another so similar in appearance, is a difficult and 
delicate task. Yet if you teach wisely, sincerely, and 
tactfully, the children will realize that your teaching is 
directed against a practise and not against Byppeon. Above 
all other considerations rises the main conSideration of the 
safety of our boys, which cannot be secured without proper 
instruction, It is quite possible that your difficulties will 
be lessened if you talk over the whole matter earnestly and 
honestly with your pastor. 
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Primary and Junior Work 
Mrs. J. Woodbridge Barnes 


WINDOM, MINN. — When the primary department is di- 
vided into classes, should the class teacher or the superin- 
tendent write the birthday letters? 

I think the class teacher ought to do it, for the sake of 
giving her a greater influence over the class. It may be 
well for the superintendent to look after the matter con- 
stantly, and see that the teachers all realize the importance 
of doing this important personal work. The superintendent 
might write a personal letter to any child who is ill, or to 
any away for several Sundays, or letters of encouragement 
when needed. 





NEW ORLEANS, LA.—What can I do to make my classes 
more punctual? Sometimes we sing four songs while they 
wat aie and we lose so much time from our other work. 

Perhaps the fact that you do sing while they are gather- 
ing is what is the trouble. Begin when it is time to begin; 
and if you are at all situated so that you can do it, ‘close 
the door when you start, and allow no one to enter until 
the first number on your program is completed. Song ought 
to be as sacred as any other form of worship, and'we can 
not be too careful to assist our little folks to form this de- 
sirable habit of promptness, There may be other causes 
which will need to be iooked into caretully, but nothing 
will succeed unless you are prompt in beginning ‘the 
session, 





GLOVERSVILLE, N. Y.—Should age or attainment form the 
basis of promotion from grade to grade, or department to de- 
partment?—J. P. M. 

With the children, age is the first thing to start with, and 
is quite a safe basis to begin upon in first seeking to get at 
the matter of grading. Other things must enter in, how- 
ever, such as their school standing, which will be a test of 
their ability to do the required work of the grade in Sunday-~ 
school. After the work: is started, attainment and pro- 
ficiency in doing the work of the department should enter 
in for the promotion. Even so, should a-pupil not do the 
required work, and yet is sufficiently advanced physically 
and mentally to advance, then promote him, but do not 
give the honor of the public mention and the certificate and 
diploma. This will not happen often, or except with a 
pupil who has not been in the school long. If the sup- 
plemental lessons are made interesting, the pupils will en- 
joy them, and readily accomplish the work. * 


GREENVILLE, S. C.—What time of the year seems best for 
a graduating service ? I have not adopted as yet a regular 
course of supplemental lessons. Ought! to wait for that be- 
fore I can give every pupil lessons with a certificate ?—C. D. 

Children’s Day seems to be the most popular for the 
recognition of pupils who are ready to be transferred to 
another department. It may be best to transfer them the 
next Sunday, but if your school drops in attendance during 
the summer you will find it advisable to give them the 
diploma on Children’s Day ; have their names-on the pro- 
gram, but hold the pupils until Rally Sunday in the fall, 
when everybody is back and ready for work. 

A systematic course of supplemental lessons is desirable, 
but you certainly can start now to recognize the pupils by a 
graduation service. 

Make a list of all the facts you have taught them while 
with you, give lessons from these this.year, and then adupt a 
systematic plan. 








COMMON VERSION 


1 And they came over unto the other side 
of the sea, into the country of the Gadarenes. 

2 And when he was come out of the ship, 
immediately there met him out of the tombs a 
man with an unclean spirit, 

3 Who had 4is dwelling among the tombs ; 
and no man could bind him, no, not with 
chains : 

4 Because that he had been often bound 
with fetters and chains, and the chains had 
been plucked asunder by him, and the fetters 
broken in pieces: neither could any mana 
tame him, 

5 And always, iy «7 and day, he was in the 
mountains, and in the tombs, crying, and cut- 
ting himself with stones. 


But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran 


and worshipped him, 
And cried with a loud voice, and said, 
hat have | to do «-ith thee, Jesus, ¢4ou son 
of the most high God ? I adjure thee by God, 
that thou torment me not. 

8 For he said unto him, Come out of the 
man, ‘hou unclean spirit. 

9 And he asked him, What és thy name? 
And he answered, saying, My name és Legion : 
for we are many. ° 

ro And he besought him much that he 
would not send them away out of the country. 

tr Now there was there nigh unto the moun- 
tains a great herd of swine feeding. 

t2 And all the devils besought Fim, saying, 
Send us into the swine, that we may enter into 
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AMERICAN REVISION 


2 And they came to the other side of the 
sea, into the country of the Gerasenes, 2 And 
when he was come out of the boat, straightway 
there met him out of the tombs a man with an 
unclean spirit, 3 who had his dwelling in the 
tombs : and no man could any more bind him, 
no, not with a chain; 4 because that he had 
been often bound with fetters and chains, and 
the chains had been rent asunder by him, and 
the fetters broken in pieces: and no man had 
strength to tame him. 5 And always, night 
and day, in the tombs and in the mountains, 
he was crying out, and cutting himself with 
stones, 6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, 
he ran and ' worshipped him ; 7 and crying 
out with a loud voice, he saith, What have I 
to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of the Most 
High God? I adjure thee by God, torment 
me not. 8 For he said unto him, Come forth, 
thou unclean spirit, out of the man. 9 And 
he asked him, What is thy name? And he 
saith unto him, My name is Legion; for we 
are many. to And he besought him much 
that he would not send them away out of the 
country. 1r Now there was there on the 
mountain side a great herd of swine feeding. 
12 And they besought him, saying, Send us 


LESSON 7. MAY 13. A FIERCE DEMONIAC HEALED 
Mark § : 1-20. (Read Matt. 8 : 28-34; Luke 8 : 26-39.) Memory verse: 15, 
Golden Text: Go home to thy friends, and tell them how great things the Lord hath done for thee.—Mark § + 19 * 


COMMON VERSION 


a3 And forthwith Jesus gave them leave. 
And the unclean spirits went out, and entered 
into the swine: and the herd ran violently 
down a steep place into the sea, (they were 
about two thousand ;) and were choked in the 


sea. 

14 And they that fed the swine fled, and told 
é¢ in the city, and in the country. And they 
went out to see what it was that was done. 

15 And they come to Jesus, and see him 
that was possessed with the devil, and had the 

ion, sitting, and clothed, and in his right 
mind : and they were afraid. 

16 And they that saw i¢ told them how it 

*befell to him that was possessed with the devil, 
and aéso concerning the swine. 

17 And they began to pray him to depart 
out of their coasts. 

18 And when he was come into the ship, he 
that had been possessed with the devil prayed 
him that he might be with him. 

19 Howbeit Jesus suffered him not, but 
saith unto him, Go home to thy friends, and 
tell them how great things the Lord hath done 
for thee, and hath had compassion on thee. 

20 And he departed, and an to publish 
in Decapolis how great things Fesus had done 
for him : and all mex did marvel. 





AMERICAN REVISION 


13 And he gave them leave. And the unclean 
spirits came out, and entéred into the swine: 
and the herd rushed down the steep into the 
sea, in number about two thousand ; and they 
were drowned in the sea. 14 And they that 
fed them fled, and told it in the city, and in 
the country. And they came to see what it 
was that had come to pass. 15 And they 
come to Jesus, and behold * him that was pos- 


sessed with demons sitting, clothed and in his: 


right mind, evex him that had the legion : and 
they were afraid. 16 And they that saw it 
declared unto them how it befell 2him that 
was possessed with demons, and concerning 
the swine. 17 And they to beseech 
him to depart from their borders. 18 And. as 
he was entering into the boat, he that had 
been possessed with demons besought. him 
that he might be with him. 19 he suf- 
fered him not, but saith unto him, Go to thy 
house unto thy friends, and tell them how 
at things the Lord hath done for thee, and 
ow he had mercy on thee. 20 And he went 
his way, and began to publish in Decapolis 
how great thi _ had done for him : ,and 
all men marvelle 


* Gotpen Text (Am. Rev.).—Go to thy house unto thy friends, and tell them how great things the 


Lord hath done for thee. 


1 The Greek word denotes an act of reverence, whether paid to a creature (see Mt. 4. 9; 18. 26) or to 


the Creator (see Mt. 4. 10). 2 Or, the demoniac 


PRONUNCIATION.—Gerasenes, Ger’a-sénes, 





them. 


The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


EGIN by asking your pupils two questions: How 
mahy of you would like to win a final, lasting 
victory over sin? How many of you think you 

¢an win such a victory in this life ? 

Your pupils are not likely to express much confi- 
dence in the possibility of their final victory over sin 
this side of heaven. Drew them out on this as fully 
as you can. What is the truth of the matter? Is 
such a victory possible ? 

Our Lord’s miracles were signs; signs of his power 
and of his loving readiness to use his power for all 
our needs, and to use it here and now while we are 
on the earth. What is sin? Sin is a break with 
righteousness, What occasions sin? Our prolting 
our wills to the control of the Spirit of Evil, whose 
sole purpose is to cause us to break with righteous- 
ness, and whose power in accomplishing his purpose 
is greater than the power of any man to resist. Have 
we, then, any need for help in this situation? It 
would seem so. And Christ's miracles were signs of 
his unlimited power, and of his eagerness to use his 

wer to meet a// our needs in this life. Do any of 

is miracles, then, throw light on the question that 
we are considering,—the “presen of permanent 
victory over sin in this life ?- 

Now take up the true story of the strange experi- 
ence that awaited the disciples on. the other side of 
the Lake, whither they had gone with Jesus after 
that busy day at Capernaum when he told the 
parables of the sower and of the tares. Take a mo- 
ment to read to the class what happened in the short 
sail across,—only six and a half miles. Mark (4: 35- 
41) tells, this sane 9 We can well imagine with 
what deeply stirred feelings the disciples must have 
drawn up their boat on the beach after that new sign 
of Christ's loving power; and then, while they are 
still pondering on it, they and their Lord are met— 
well-nigh attacked—by a terrible, half-animal crea- 
ture who was once a man, but whom now no man 
can tame, who lives in tombs, who snaps chains as 
would a wild beast, who tortures himself with the cut- 
ting edge of stones, and whose first word to the all- 
loving Saviour of men is the defiant cry, ‘‘ What 
have I to do with thee ?” and then the baffled plea, 
**torment me not.” 

Christ had said not a word to the savage, trembling 
man who faced them. He had spoken to some one 
else, and in command: ‘* Come forth, thou unclean 
spirit, out of the man.” 

Notice what George Adam Smith, in his ‘‘ Histori- 
cal Geography of the Holy Land” (p. 461), says of 
this incident: ‘‘ Twice it has seemed to me that I 
saw the lake as it lay in those thronged days. One 
of these occasions was among the tombs of Gadara. 
Some peasants had just dug up the gravestone of a 
Roman soldier, whose name was given — P—— 
Aelius, and that he had lived forty years, and served 
nineteen; but it also said that he was of a Legion, 


into the swine, that we may enter into them. 


the Fourteenth. As I read this last detail,—and the 
word is stijl stamped on other stones in the neighbor- 
hood,—I realized how familiar that engine of foreign 
oppression had been to this region, so that the poor 
madman could find nothing fitter than it to describe 
the incubus upun his own life. My name is Legion, 
he said, for we are man } 


Go on. with the wontartul story until you show 


your pupils the — that the mén'of'that place 
saw: ‘‘behold him that was possessed sitting, 
clothed and in his right mind, even him that: had the 
legion.” 

Fust such miraculous releases from the terrible, 
irresistible control of evil spirits were worked at 
many other times by Christ in his earthly life, and 
have been worked in the name—which means by the 
power—of Christ in modern days. The artiate on 
** Demon Possession in Modern Times,” which was 
published in the Times of February 3, 1906, will give 
you valuable facts in this connection, or, better still, 
the volume from which that was reprinted, Dr. John 
L. Nevius’ ‘* Demon Possession,” in which the author, 
for forty years a missionary in China, presents 
striking and irrefutable evidence. 

There are two great facts that stand out in the 
Gospel records of Christ’s work against evil spirits, 
and in the records of his present-day work in that 
same line. These two facts are stated in Dr. Nevius’ 
book: ‘‘ /n attempts to cast out demons in the name 
of Christ there has been no failure” ; and, “* no 
earnest Christian believer has ever continued to be 
afflicted.” 

If this and Christ’s other miracles teach us any- 
thing, it is that he is absolute master over sin and 
the spirits of evil; that those whq want his mastery 
to control. in their lives may have it; and that they 
may have it now and here and permanently. In 
other words, Christ would have us recognize that we 
may be enabled and empowered by him to assume in 
this life an attitude of complete and final antagonism 
to sin, an attitude on which we need never go back, 
an attitude which means freedom for the rest of our 
lives, and eternally, from the control or mastery.or 
domination of Satan. God will answer the prayer 
that Mr. Jowett has so searchingly made: 


** Heavenly Father, grant me grace, that I may hate all 
sin. There is. sin that is still pleasant to me, and I turn 
to it with delight ; change my tastes, that I may loathe it.”” 


And this: 


** My Father God, teach me how to hate. May I have 
a hatred of all sin ! - MayI turn from sin, not only because 
it is unlawful, but because I loathe it! May sin never 
taste sweet! May it be as bitterness in my mouth ! 


By this attainment is not meant sinlessness. We 
shall be caught off our guard; but we need never 
again deliberately give the keys of our life to Satan, 
even for a moment, if in Christ's strength we will 
not. Paul attained to this state of persistent, un- 
compromising, relentless refusal to submit to sin; 
and Paul did nothing in the line of character-attain 
ment that we may not do, ; 
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; — oma — the — way to maintain the victory 
is to go and tell—and keep telling—how at thin 
the Lord hath done for us. rs sits a 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson-Writers 


. The iamerals refer to paragraphs in thé lesson articles in this issue.) 


“Why the inhabitants wanted Christ to depart (Riddle, on 
v. 17; Dunning, 4, 5; McLaren, 8), 
Why the swine were worth sacrificing (Riddle, on v. 20; 
McLaren, 5, 6). 
How tombs are dreaded in the East (Howie, 1), 
The firm belief in demon-possession in the East (Howie, 
last two). . 
The folly of asking ‘‘ what have I to do with Jesus ?’’ 


_ (Goss, 1). 


One whom men could not tame (Illustrations, 1). 

The message of this lesson as to individual work (Illus- 
trations, 4, 5, 6, 7; Dunning, last; McLaren, last ; Per- 
kins, last), 

The terrible fable of the devil-kissed king (Dunning, 2). 

Was ‘‘ demon possession ’’ mere mental disease ? (Mc- 
Laren, 2, 3.) 


Home Work for the Pupils on Next Week’s Lesi@n 


To be assigned by the teacher, perhaps giving only one question 
to each pupil, the answers to be brought into class next Sunday. 
Read Mark 5 : 23 to 6: 29. 

After reading Mark § :'21 to 6 : 29, write down from mem- 
ory as many as you can of the events that are recorded 
there. 

Why do you suppose Herod thought that Jesus was John 
the Baptist returned ? 

Name every reason you can discover why Herod wanted 
to save John’s life. ; 

What other rulers in the Bible can you think of who 
unwillingly took action against men who were in their 
power whom they did not want to harm? 

Why did not Jesus come to John’s assistance ? 

Ten simpler questions on next Sunday's lesson will be 
found in the “* Study and Question Manual,’’ an cight-page 

mphiet prepared by the International teacher-Tra ning 
Secretary, ‘Mr. W. C. Pearce, and published by The Sunday 
School Times Co. Each pamphiet contains questions on the 


lessons of the entire meee Suey will be supplied at 2 cents 
each, or $1 a hundred. } 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D. D., LL. D- 


How to Locate this Lesson 


ARK 4: 35, 36 show that Jesus crossed the lake 
on the evening of the discourse in parables. 
Falling asleep after the wearisome day, he 

was awakened during a storm on the lake, which he 
stilled with a word. 

Place.—On the eastern shore of the Sea of Galilee, 
nearly ws Magdala, and southeast of Caper- 





naum. Theexact locality is in doubt, owing to the va- 





LESSON FOR MAY 13 


ya tne ven in SS ee 
adarenes, mes, Gergesenes are 
in early manuscri The Authorized Version has 


Gergesenes in Matthew, which is incorrect, since 
Origen changed the text from Gadarenes, the better 
supported reading. In Mark and Luke the Revised 
Version has Gerasenes, though Gergesenes is given 
in the margin in Luke, while the Authorized Version 
has Gadarenes in both Gospels, the least attested form. 
The city of Gadara was not very tar away, hence 
“Gadarenes” ; another city named Gerasa was 
some distance to the south, and while ‘‘ Gerasenes” 
may have been derived from this, it is probable that 
a smaller place near the lake, named Gersa or Ger- 
gesa, may have occasioned the two forms “ Gera- 
senes” and ‘‘Gergesenes.”” Some hold that the 
latter term was derived from ‘‘Girgashites,” the 
name of the ancient inhabitants of the district. 

Time.—-Immediately after the beg S'S at Caper- 
naum, in the autunin of 781, year of Rome,—that is, 
A. D. 28, 


' Light. on Puzzling Passages 
Verse 1.—The other side of the sea: The eastern 
shore,—Gerasenes : See above. 

Verse 2.—Straightway: A favorite term in this 
Gospel.—Oué of the tombs: Caves, natural and arti- 
ficial, were then used for burial places. These were 
the habitual resorts of the demoniac (vs, 3, 5).— 
A man; Matthew speaks of two, but one would be 
the more prominent.—With an unclean spirit: 
Literally, ‘‘in.” Mark often thus describes cases of 





possession. Compare I : 23. 

Verse 3.—/n the tombs: Not, ‘‘among”™; see 
above.—Any more bind him: Implying that the 
attempt been made. See verse 4.— Vo, not with 


a chain: The singular form is well attested. This 
phrase is in emphatic position. 

Verse 4.—Fetters and chains: The former were to 
bind the feet, the latter could be used . 
on any part of the body.—And no man 
had strength to tame him: ‘Could 
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Sor him: Conipare verse.19. This result, the making 


of an active preacher for Jesus in a ion.little 
visited by our Lord himself, is a sufficient vindication 
— 


ee 
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of the destruction of the swine. On the demoniacs, 
see Lesson 7, First Quarter. : 
WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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“The Demons Also Believe and Tremble ” 
By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


ESUS had had a toilsome day and had come away 
across the lake utterly exhausted, so that he slept 
through the storm, a weary man, before he stilled 

it, an incarnate God. If his motive in crossing to the 
half-heathen country of the ‘‘Gadarenes” or ‘‘ Gera- 
senes” .was , he was balked by the hideous 
sight that confronted him as soon as he landed. A 
furious demoniac, whom Mark describes with mar- 
velous vividness, rushed at him at once with fierce 
gestures and strident cries in which aversion, rever- 
ence, fear, and rebellion were orange. blended. 
He was ‘‘a man é# an unclean spirit.” That awful 
expression describes his human personality as being, 
as it were, submerged in the alien power, and char- 
acterizes the special form of evi] which had thus 
flooded the wretched man’s’ being as that of 

animalism and fieshly impurity. e had his dwell- 
-ing among the tombs, a fitting home for one whose 
soul knew a worse death and a fouler corruption than 
the corpses there. Superhuman physi strength 
was his, as often with madmen, and. a wild impa- 
tience of restraint. By night when sleep comes to 
soothe the wretched, and by day, he was ceaselessly 
tormented; and his cries made the night hideous, 
and his agony of 4 oa found momentary relief in 
inflicting gashes on his flesh. The hideous picture is 


The wild agitation of the demoniac throws into 
strong relief the majestic calmness of Jesus. The 
question, ‘‘What is thy name?” sounds strangely 
remote and irrelevant, but was a Comey | ap to 
the demon-ridden self-consciousness of the sufferer, 
and the answer, with its terrible confusion of I" 
and ‘“‘we” betrays inward conflict, the oppressed 
human self speaking for an instant, and then being 
again overwhelmed by the alien tyranny. The 
Roman legion was a disciplined multitude, whose 
organized might was used to rivet the chains of an 
invading conqueror on a subject people. In using. it, 
the human consciousness of the sufferer gave one 
piteous cry, and was immediately overborne by the 
triumphant voice of its oppressor, asserting its power 
and multitude. Alas! the conflict between the better 
self and the worse, and the terrible sense of being 
overmastered by an evil host of passions and desires 
that have lodged themselves with ‘us, is not con- 
fined to these demoniacs in Christs ‘time! ‘ 

The entry of the unclean spirits into the swine has 
been the target for many shafts of ridicule which, 
like Australian boomerangs, are apt to come back on 
the shooters. It is rather presumptuous to suppose 
we know so much about the demoniacal and the ani- 
mal consciousness as to warrant our affirmation 

that such entrance is impossible. The 
fact is that we know nothing at all about 





tame” is too weak. 

Verse 5.—And always: The Revisers 
give the better attested order through- 
out. Evidently the physical result of 
the possession was acute mania, and the 
case was of long standing. Mark gives 
more details than Matthew and Luke; 
an evidence of his independence. 

Verse 6.— Worshipped him: See the 
marginal] note of the American Revisers. 
Here religious worship is indicated by 
what follows. 

Verse 7:-—What have I to do with 
thee? Soallthreeaccounts. Theutter- , 
ance of the demon.— Son of the Most 
High God; Thestrongest form of recog- 
nition by demons recorded in the Gos- 
pels.—/ adjure thee by God: Peculiar 
to Mark. — ZJorment me not: Matthew: 
‘Art thou come hither to torment us 
before the time ?” 

Verse 8. For he said: ‘‘ For” sug- 
gests that the command to come out 
was uttered while the demon was speak- 





ing. 
Verne 9.—My name is Legion; for 





the former, and next to nothing as to 
the latter, though its essors are be- 
side us. Wecan see that what we call 
‘*the animal nature” has many points 
of similarity with what would be the 
characteristics of ‘‘an unclean spirit,” 
and might well be capable of housing 
such, 

A trivial objection from a different 
peint of view has been raised as to the 
morality of Jesus’ permitting the de- 
struction of the herd, and the owners’ 
loss. If the owners were Jews, they 
had no right to own swine. Whether 
they were or were not, Jesus did not send 
the demons into the herd, but simply 
‘*gave them leave,” and, according to 
Matthew, did not even do that, but only 
bid them go out of the man. It was not 
he who destroyed the swine, nor did the 
demons -anticipate the result of their 
entrance into these. But even if Jesus 
had caused the destruction of the herd, 
he would have been acting within his 
rights: ‘* Thou aged go all things under 
his feet... yea, and the beasts of the 
field,” and animal life may be sacrificed 





we are many: Similarly Luke. The 
Latin name occurs in the Greek, for 
‘‘legion” was a military term known 
throughout the Roman empire. A le- 
gion consisted of from three to five 
thousand men, but here, as often, it re- 
fers to an indefinitely large number. 

Recniy 10,.—Out of the country: Luke, ‘into the 
a ss.” 

erse 11.—On the mountain side: A paraphrase 
of the better attested reading.—4 
swine feeding : Swine’s flesh was forbidden to the 
a The region was populated largely by Gen- 
tiles. 

Verse 13.—He gave them leave: So Luke.— The 
herd rushed down the steep into the sea: Swine 
rarely move together in this way.—7wo thousand: 
Peculiar to Mark.—Drowned: ‘*Choked” (Greek) 
occurs in Luke. Mark uses a slightly different term, 
which sometimes means “‘drown” in classical Greek. 
_  Werse 14.—/n the city: Possibly Gadara, or more 

probably some place nearer the lake. 

Verse 15 is a graphic description in the Greek, the 
minute B cee sswenis of which cannot be exactly re- 
produced in English. 

Be 16.—And concerning the swine: Peculiar to 
ark. 

Verse 17.—TZo thers from their borders: Not, 
**coasts,” though that might be appropriate in this 
case. The request was caused partly by fear and 
partly by the loss of the swine. 

Verse 18.-+As he was entering : So the better sup- 
ported reading. 

Verse 19.—Zo thy house: Literal.—T7he Lord: 
Luke, ‘‘God hath done for thee;” but see next 
verse.—Had mercy on thee: Suggesting a spiritual 
blessing. 

Verse 20.—Decapolis: The whole region, so called 
from ‘‘ ten cities" which it included.—/esus had done 


great herd of 


TRADITIONAL HILL OF THE SWINE AT GERGESA 


This photograph, about twice the size shown here, handsomely printed on a 
separate sheet of heavy enameled paper, is one of the twelve pictures in the 
series of Sunday School Times Lesson 
set, including a clear outline ma 


postage free, for 10 cents. 


‘plainly photographed from the life, and tells how the 
remembrance of the poor wretch had stamped itself 
on Peter’s memory. 

The. vehemence characteristic of this demoniac 
comes out in his race to Jesus from a distance, and 
in the loud voice with which he addressed him when 
at his feet. But whence came his recognition, not 
only of our Lord’s human personality and name, but 
of his being in some sense ‘‘Son of the Most High 
God”? We are told that demoniac possession was 
simply madness, but why should madness have 
always resulted in this knowledge of Christ’s son- 


ship? What reason is there to suppose that a Gera-- 


sene lunatic would either know Jesus of Nazareth by 
sight, or would know him to be the Son of God, or would 
be afraid of being ‘‘tormented” by. him”? Was 
that recognition 0: ae ‘hid from the wise and 
prudent and revealed unto” madmen? Singular if 
true! Not singular if the voice was the voice of the 
poor man, but the speaker one who had known of 
old that power which now was incarnated in Jesus. 

The passionate repudiation of anything in common 
between him and Jesus, and the shrinking anticipa- 
tion that this Jesus whom he angrily rebelled against 
had yet power to ‘‘torment” him are equally unlike 
the utterances of a madman, and congtuous only 
with their being the utterances of a demon. It is 
difficult to determine whether our Lord had spoken 
the word of coimmand to come forth before the adju- 
ration not to torment, or whether it was anticipation, 
ay too certain, of what was coming that wrung out 
the cry. 


Pictures for the Second Quarter. The 
for the scholars to fill in, will be mailed, 





for the sustenance of man’s @hysical 
life, still more, as in this case, for the 
healing of his spiritual. Nor is it to be 
forgotten that the only instances in 
which Jesus used his power for destruc- 
tion were on the barren fig-tree, and in 
this case: a tree already half dead, and 
a herd kept in contravention of Jewish law. 

Of course the passage of the demons from the man 
and to the animals was invisible. All that the 
Swineherds saw was the furious charge down the 
steep and the drowning. The herd’ had been some 
way off, and its keepers do not ow to have 
known anything about the meeting of the demoniac 
with Jesus. So their story would be. unintelligible, 
telling only of the sudden panic and its result, and, 
therefore, the hearers ‘‘ came to see what it was that 
had come to pass.” They could ‘‘ make neither head 
nor tail” of the story, and what they saw added to 
their bewilderment and made them, for the moment, 
forget the swine. For there they saw the wild demo- 
niac ‘* sitting ” instead of restlessly raging, ‘‘ clothed” 
instead of spurning the restraints and decencies of 
dress, ‘‘and in his right mind” instead of furious in 
his madness. The evangelist heightens his picture 
of the transformation by adding to his description 
with emphasis, ‘‘ him that had the legion.” Blessed 
be Christ’s delivering power, that peaceful sane man 
was but the first of a continuous series of such who 
by him have been delivered from the demons that 


-had tyrannized over them, and have found rest unto 


their souls in sitting at his feet. 

The: newcomers felt only terror at a sight so 
strange as to suggest the action of'other than human 
power. aa did not connect Jesus with the change 
in the man till the knot of spectators, who had seen 
the whole, told them that the two strange things, the 
deliverance of the man and the perishing of the 
swine were connected, aid no doubt that Jesus had 
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cast out the demons. And as the strange tale was 
told, the tumult of wonder and fear and curiosity set- 
tled down to one desire to get rid of this 
‘‘uncanny” stranger! ‘He could cast out demons, 
but it was through him that the herd had_been lost, 
and that was sufficient reason for desiring him to 
depart from their borders. ‘:They wh~ live in glass 
houses should: not throw-«stones,” and there are a 


good many of né Who Would dféatl atid dislike Jesus’ . 


interfering with our ‘business and our lives quite as 
much as those Gerasenes did, because we su 


that it would be extremely likely to end'in our-hav- - 


ing to give up what we value more than him. Put 
the swine or their equivalents in the one scale and 
Christ in the other, and bow many of us would 
reckon that he weighed heaviest? We often send 
him away that we may keep them, 

There are four beseechings of Jesus in this narra- 
tive, the demoniac’s, the demons’, the Gerasenes’, 
and the sane man’s, The two latter are opposites 
and the petition to depart is answered, while that to 
be with him is refused. Jesus forces himself on no 
man, but though we can exclude him from our 
hearts, he does not so leave us as that his pleading 
voice of remonstrating love does not reach us. We 
can shut ourselves out from him, but we cannot shut 
him out from wooing us to open the door, and then 
how gladly he comes in! 

The emancipated man nervous] cloag to ‘Jesus, 
fearing, no doubt, relapse if parted from him, and it 
seems strange that Jesus should not have granted the 

rayer. But he kaew that it was best for the man to 

left alone, and that for him to get back to the famil- 
iar surroundings of his home, and to tell what ‘‘ the 
Lord had done for” him was the best security 
against again falling under the sway of the demons. 
It is a sure means of confirming their hold on Christ 
for young converts to tell others what he has done 
for them, and a man who foregoes the blessedness of 
ee communion with Jesus in order to tell what 

e has done for his soul may be sure that Jesus will 
be with him in his toil. 

MANCHESTER, ENGLAND. ‘ 
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Love never has to look long for a chance to do good, 
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By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie — 


Sf ND wen He was Come ovuT OF THE Boat, 
RAIGHT WAY THERE MET remy a OF *THE 
omts A MaN WITH “AN bE Spirit 
v. 2). Long before death the wealthier of the ancient 


{vintbitente of Syria prepared their tombs, which 
took the form of chambers cut in the living rock, and 
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were more or less commodious. Some of these mon- 
uments of antiquity still survive. I have examined 
many of them, and in some of them poor ple have 
their dwellings to-day, real modern troglodytes. They 
little dream that they are dwelling in the dwellings 
of the ancient dead ; for to-day the average Syrian 
hesitates to, and many will never, 
tery at night, for the general belief is that unclean 
spirits haunt graveyards, and hover around and over 
tombs. In some places modern Syrians construct 
their tombs of masonry. These abodes of the dead 
are in some cases built of rough-hewn stones ; in 
others, the best possible material and best workman- 
ship are evidenced. 

‘* BECAUSE THAT HE HAD BEEN OFTEN BOUND WITH 
FETTERS AND CHAINS, AND THE CHAINS HAD BEEN RENT 
ASUNDER BY HIM (y. 4). Less than a generation ago 
a man, to whom the description of this passage prac- 
tically answers, haunted a spot half-way between 
Shweir and Beyrout, and his name, ‘‘ Nicoola Bru- 
mana,” is still used by mothers and nurses to frighten 
children and make them quiet. 

An asylum, or rather a prison, is maintained in 
connection with the monastery of St. Antony of 
Kusheiha, north of the river Adonis, where chains 
and fetters are used, but are frequently found broken 
asunder by the more violent patients. The belief in 
the personality of unclean spirits, and in their ability 
to possess and control human beings, is as wide- 
spread as it is deeply rooted in Syria, and this belief 
is a fact in Syrian life which modern influences have 
not altered. 


Beyrout, SYRIA. 
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What Handcuffs Could Not Do 


ND no man had strength to tame him (v. 4). - 


Some years ago I heard John Callahan, then a 
mission worker in Duluth, tell the story of his 
conversion. He began his recital by quoting these 
words of Mark 5: 4, and continued: ‘‘ As a boot- 
black and newsboy in New York, I began picking 
locks, entering houses, and stealing the silver from 


the tables. hen as an Office boy, I stole from my 
employer. I became a companion of thieves, com- 
mitted crimes in five states, was in jail six times. 


No one could do anything with me. One day an in- 
vitation to a mission was oy in my hands. I crum- 
pled it_up, and got drunk. Next morning I found 
the invitation in my pocket, and went to the mission. 
I heard a man who had been in prison tell what Jesus 
had done for him. That interested me. Was there 
hope for me? I cried out: ‘I want to get in touch 
with Jesus.’ After that I found him... . It is nine 
years since he saved me. Thank God! that what 

andcuffs could not do, what the prison-cell couldn't 
do,—for no man could tame me—Jesus Christ did, 
and I am free.”--7he Rev. John T. Faris, St. Louts. 


The Remedy 
What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of 
the Most High God? (v. 7). Not long ago our faith- 


ful chronometer, the clock, began to lose time. We 
turned the regulatorahead. Again it lost time. We 
repeated the process, with the same result. By and 


by our forcing process was of no avail, and the clock 
a altogether. What the faithful time-piece 
needed was not stimulating, but cleaning. Our 


©, worn, jaded social life needs the same redeem- - 


ing process. We have tried every kind of stimulus 
and stimulant. We have multiplied our pleasures, 
made our amusements extravagant and fieshly, 
added to our games the zest of gambling, and in a 
thousand ways sought to satisfy a growing and un- 
natural appetite by some new diversion that had in 
it no food for the intellect, and no inspiration for the 
soul. The machinery of our nobler spiritual man- 
hood has refused, under this unnatural process, to do 
its work, and we need, as a people, to to life’s 
great Time-keeper to have it cleansed and reset and 
started again into normal, eb wholesome action. 
—Dwight Mallory Pratt, D. D., Cincinnats. 


The Old Colonel... 

Him that was possessed with demons sitting, 
clothed and in his right mind (v. 15).. In that won- 
derful story of redeemed humanity, ‘‘ Down in Water 
Street;”’. the late S. H. Hadley tells of. a character 
known as the ‘‘ Old Colonel;” who wandered into the 


mission rooms one night. He was over six feet tall 
and sixty years of age, but he looked at least a hun- 
dred. is dirty grey beard was a foot long, and his 
hair, of the same color, hung a foot down his back. 
His eyes were bleared, and the hue of his face showed 
that he had long been a stranger to water. He wore 
an old ragged overcoat fastened. with a nail. His 
trousers could hardly be called a part of his outfit, 
for they were little more than holes with rags tied 
around them. On his feet, in place of shoes, were 
tags.tied.up with strings, Whisky had brought him 
to this condition. After graduating from college, he 
had studied law in the office of Lincoln’s at war 
secretary, E. M. Stanton; but the demon drink had 
ruined his prospects, and reduced him to the level of 
the lowest beasts. But ‘‘ Down in Water Street” 
Jesus Christ took hold of him. On his knees for six 
nights in succession the old colonel cried out, ‘‘O 
Lord, if it is not too late, forgive this r old sin- 
ner.”” The seventh night he arose ard said,‘ Brother 
Hadley, I am saved.” ‘I believe you,” said Had- 
ley. From that instant the old tramp fairly loathed 
rum. God restored his intellect. His youth returned, 
and he became a dignified Christian ntleman, 
faithful to the day of his death.—Z7he Rev., W. S. 
Abernethy, Berwyn, Lli. 


Beginning at Home 
And he suffered him not, but saith unto him, Go 
to thy house unto thy friends, and tell them how 
reat things the Lord hath done for thee, and how 
, ¥ had mercy on thee (v. 19). It happened in a hos- 
ital in India. One of the women of a certain town 
ad been sick for a long while, with a disease which, 
according to the native doctors, was incurable. She 
was a woman of means, and. had tried one after 
another of the doctors in her own and neighboring 
towns. She finally. heard of the wonderful cures 
being effected by the medical missionaries in the 
hospital established in a town some distance from 
where she lived. After much persuasion she man- 
aged to get permission from her husband to go to 
this place and see if the ‘‘ Christians” could do any- 
thing for her. When she arrived at the hospital she 
had to undergo an examination, and the verdict was 
that she could be thoroughly cured if she stayed at 
the hospital fora month. During this time she 


received the kindest’ care and the most scientific 
treatment, and-daily improved physically. At the 
same time her spiritual welfare was not neglected. 
She .was instructed in the Christian religion, and 
told about the ‘‘Great Physician,” who can heal, not 
the ‘body only, but also the soul, so that by the time 
she was entirely cured she had accepted this ‘‘ Great 


pass near a ceme-. 
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Physician’ as her Saviour. .When the time came for 
her to leave the hospital she clung to the migsion- 
aries and implored them to let her stay with them. 
But the missionary said, ‘‘ There's your husband; 
he is not a Christian. Go home to your husband and 
tell him how great things the Lord hath done for 
thee, and hath had compassion on thee.” And she 
went back to her native town telling about the 
‘Great Physician,” with the result that not only her 
husband, but scores of her friends accepted this same 
‘Great Physician” as their Saviour also.—Mar- 
guerite Brandt, Brooklyn, ‘ 


Advanced Enough 

Go to thy house unto thy friends, and tell (v. 19). 
A Chinese convert, as soon as he knew the of 
Christ, began preaching to his fellow countrymen. 
Some of his fellow Christians thought he should 
wait before he began to preach, and came and asked 
the missionary to advise him to stop. Upon the man 
being asked if he was advanced enough in knowl- 
edge to proclaim the gospel, he answered: ‘I will tell 
the people what I know now, and when. have learned 
morc I will tell them more.” **Go, tell thy friends!” 
should be the motto of each one who has found the 
hidden treasure.—Mrs. B. G. Dowen, Norbiton, 
Surrey, England. 


How She Learned to Love Her Work 

Go to thy house unto thy friends, ana teli them 
how great things the Lord hath done for thee(v. 19). 
In a certain club, composed mostly of factory girls, 
there was one girl of a remarkably high order of 
preg ee who was, as a result, terribly dissatisfied 
with her work in the mill, and woefully unhappy 
because she had to stay there. She was a Christian, 
but had worried herself into a state where her re- 
ligion didn’t help her much, and where everything 
was twisted out of its right relations. Finally, in 
despair of ever ooing happy or at peace again, she 
told the trouble to a friend, one of the leaders of the 
club. Her friend said: ‘‘ Possibly the treason God 
keeps you working in the mill is because he has 
something he wants you to do for him there. Be 
sure you don’t lose any opportunities.” A féw days 
after the girl said: * Miss ——, I’ve been thinking of 
what you said, and: there is only one girl besides 
myself in my room in the mill who's a Christian.” 
** Well,” said her friend, ‘‘there’s your chance. You 
will get happier by serving. Christ than in any other 
way, and now he’s shown you how to serve him right 
in the mill.”“ Before six"weeks had’ passed, that girl 
had talked of Christ to almost every girl in the room. 
One day she came to the leader with the light of 
heaven in her face, and told her that two of them 
had come to Christ. She loved her work now; there 
was no more lamenting over the dreariness of the 
mill. She had found perfect peace and: happiness in 
telling the story of -what Christ had done for her; 
and even as she told it, he was delivering her.— 
Mabel Dodge Holmes, Philadelphia. The prize for 
this week is awarded to this incident. 


The Making of An Honest Man 


And he went his way, and began to publish... 
how great things Jesus had done for him; and all 
men marvelled (v.. 20). Every Saturday night a 
Salvation Army lassie entered the worst saloon in 
the city of Cleveland, burdened with the gospel mes-. 
sage. Just as regularly as she entered she was 
turned out. The keeper of this saloon, fierce and 
besotted, had taken so much of his own intoxicating 
liquors that his legs were by ee and more than 
once had he been enclosed in a padded cell raging 
with delirium tremens, One Saturday night from 
curiosity, and because of the lassie’s ae, in 
returning, the keeper thought he would listen to her 
remarks, At the close of the simple service she 
invited all to come to a seven o'clock meeting the 
next morning. As the saloon did not open so early, 
the keeper thought he would slip in just to see what 
happened at the meeting, As he sat alone in the 
rear of the room a hand was laid on his shoulder, 
and he heard the same lassie’s voice’saying, ** Won't 

‘ou come to Jesus?” Hecame. The next day the 
iquor in his shop was poured into the street, and he 
lives to-day an honest business. man selling paint 
and paper, publishing by his life how great things 
Jesus had done for him.—Mrs. Schuyler C. Wood- 
hull, Minneapolis. - 
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The Journeys of Jesus 
By Frederic W. Chamberlain 


FTER explaining the parable of the tares at 
A Capernaum Jesus told the parables of the Hid 
Treasure, of the Pearl of Great Price, the Drag 

Net, and others. 

Then he *‘ gave commandment to depart unto the 
other side.” . Entering a boat his disciples joined 
him, and they launched out into the sea. It was on 
this voy that the storm arose which Jesus, at the 
request of his fearful disciples, rebuked, ‘‘and there 
was a great calm.” 

The journey across the Sea of Galilee brought them 
to the country of the*Gadarenes, or Gerasenes, or 



































LESSON ‘FOR MAY 13 (Mark 5: 1-20) 


Gergesenes, as it was variously termed. Ge 
as it is to-day identified, is across the lake and a little 
south from Capernaum, a distance of six miles and a 
half by water. Gergesa “7 be located on the Times 
map on the east shore of Galilee in square 4 D, and 
one-third of the distance from the top of the lake. 
Trace the journey from Ca um across to Gergesa 
thus located, and-number it 24. - ale 
Disembarking at Gergesa, Jesus and his disciples 
were met by the man of the unclean it whose 
demons were sent into the herd of swine that rushed 
down the steepembankment of the shore into the sea. 
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. a THE OUTLINE OF PALESTINE IN CHRIST'S DAY 
EACH SQUARE 18 TWENTY MILES 


The same outline map in enlarged form is included in The Sunday 
School Times Lesson Pictures (10 cents a set}; teachers may supply 
their pupils with those outlines, 6r they may get their pupils to make 
their own sketch-map, and aid them in tracing thereon the journeys 
of Jesus as bere suggested week: by. week. 
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TurRer’ Oaks, Micnu, 

Some men think that they have no demons because 
the devil reigns without a rival in their hearts. 


; <i 
The Lesson in Everyday Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


HAT have [to do with thee, Jesus (v. 7). What 
W have you #o/ todo with Jesus? Howcan you 
escape him? Can you escape Euclid the 
mathematician, Newton the astronomer, Luther the 
reformer, Edison the inventor? These men and their 
influence are omnipresent. And so, but a thousand 
times more so, is Jesus Christ. You will encounter 
him in the street, in the schoolhouse, in the store, the 
bank, the halls of legislature. He has become inex- 
tricably blended with the lives of men. His ideas 
have pervaded every domain of thought. They have 
colored our politics, our business, our religion. At 
every moment of your life his spirit starts up before 
ie and demands your allegiance. ‘‘ Will you think as 
thought? Will you do asI did?” he asks. ‘*‘ What 
have you to do with Jesus Christ?” You have either 
to accept him or reject him. Everything that is 
good in our modern civilization bears his trade mark, 
and you must take it or leave it. 

Clothed and in his right mind (v. 15). It follows 
that if a man is ‘“‘in his right mind” he will be 
‘‘clothed,” but not that if he is ‘‘ clothed” he will be 
‘in his right mind.” The correlation between good 
clothes ‘and good morals is intimate, but not vital. 
Your classes, teachers, may be full of well-dressed 
boys and girls who are not in their right minds at 
all. How hard it is to have to remember this when 
we look at all these handsomely gowned women and 
swallowtailed men! how hard it is for us to remem- 
ber, ourselves, when we are tricked out for a party, 
that all that beautiful raiment is no better than filthy 
rags if we are envious, covetous, unfaithful, insin- 
cere, dishonest! There is one thing of supreme im- 
portance,—to be ‘‘in our right mind.” How quickly 
we think we know when some one else is in a wrong 
one! How surely we ought to know it about our- 
selves—not less quickly, I think, than when our auto- 
mobile ¢ngines are working wrongly. I know that 
my own ear is so perfectly tuned to the throb of a 
little two-cylinder gasoline engine in my ‘‘ put-put” 
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on the St. Lawrence that, whether I am eating a 
lunch, holding “an ment, or singing a song, I 
hear it the instant that it is out of tune. I. wish I 
were as sure of the engines in my soul. 
Began to beseech him to depart from their: bor- 
ders (vy. 17). It seems fright that any commu- 
nity or any individual should wish to be rid of Jesus 
Christ. But there are moments even in the lives of 
saints, no doubt, when his pure presence is intolera- 
ble. Beware of that moment when Jesus Christ is 
not a welcome guest in the sanctuary of your spirit. 
And began to — in Decapolis how great 
things Jesus had done for him (v.20), ** I will make 
the salvation of my soul my life work,” said Jonathan 
Edwards. And this was what Jesus Christ had done 
for him. We know what he has done for us direct. 
I know, and you know, how the memory of his 
patience has cooled our hasty temper, how his hu- 
mility has rebuked our pride, how his faith has dis- 
pelled our doubt, how his courage has conquered 
our despair. But he has done as great things for us 
indirectly, things of which we can be conscious only 
creme reflection and analysis. What great things 
he did for the father and mother who bore you and 
reared you, and for their parents and for theirs! 
What great things he has done for human society, 
for business, for art, for religion! One has only to 
soberly reflect upon his influence over every phase of 
life to be filled with admiration, if not with adoration. 


Cincinnati, Oux10. 


The witnessing that goes farthest is that which 
begins with those nearest to us. 


Sa te 
The Lesson in Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 
Three Kinds of Work 


1. SATAN’S WORK 

8. Bnsia vement : 

A man with an unclean spirit (2). 
Creation was subjected to vanity (Rom. 8 : 20). 
Committeth sin . . . bondservant (John 8: 34). 
2. Misery : 

In the tombs, ... crying... cutting (5). 
There is no peace... to the wicked (Isa. 57 : 20, 98 
The whole creation groaneth (Rom. 8 ; 22). ‘t- 
3- Destruction: ¥ 

Entered into thé swine... drowned (11-13). 
The end of those things is death (Rom. 6: 21 
The sin... bringeth forth death (James 1 : 5). 


Il. THE SAVIOUR'’S WORK 


8. To Seek the Needy : 
They came to the other side (1). 
Let us go over unto the other side (Luke 8: 22). 
Came to seek and to save (Luke 19: 10). 
Came into the world to save (1 ‘Tim. 1 : 15). 
2. To Set Free the Enslaved : 
Come forth... out of the man (8). 
To set at liberty them. . . bruised (Luke 4: 18; 19). 
The Son shall make you free (John 8 : 36). 
3- To Transform Men : 
Clothed and in his right mind (15). 
In Christ, he is a new creature (2 Cor. 5 : 17). 
Put on the new man (Eph. 4 : 22-24). 


Il, THE SAVED MAN'S WORK 
8. The Place : 
Go to thy house unto thy friends (19). 
Within my house with a perfect heart (Psa. 1or : 2). 
Show piety toward their own family (1 Tim. 5 : 4). 
2. The Message : 


How great things... done for thee (19). 
What he hath done for my soul (Psa. 66 : 16). 
We cannot but speak the things (Acts 4 : 20). 


3- The Result : 
Publish in Decapolis ... all men marvelled (20). 
Again... went... Decapolis. . . multitude (Mark 7: 


31 to 8:1). 
Sinners shall be converted (Psa. 51 = 13). 


= 


It is possible to recognize the claims of Christ and 
still be in rebellion against him. 


oe 
The Perkins Home Letters 


Mrs. Perkins says the best way to 
get devils out is to bring Christ in 


MaPLe VALLEY, Friday Morning. 
Dear MARTHA: . 

If there’s one thing you ought to teach the 
children above others, I rather think it’s to be found 
in this lesson. It’s a truth big enough for the wisest 
— and simple enough for the children, too. 

hen Jesus came into a place, there wasn’t any room 
for devils. That’s worth making sure about. Maybe 
if little Martha and the boys would learn that, they’d 
be saved a heap of trouble. Lots of folks waste 
years learning that there isn't room for Jesus and 
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Satan in the same heart; I guess some never learn : 


it: I do mightily wish I'd got hold of that truth when 
I was the age of your ~hildren. But I didn’t; and I 
tried for years to please Christ, with just a little cor- 
ner of my heart saved out for things he wouldn't 
like. Of course it didn’t come out well. I'm.sure 
bw | Satan is trying hard enough to in again, 
and I guess he'll kcep on trying till die. But my 
heart belongs to Christ now, and Satan has to fight 
from outside instead of inside. 

Now when Jesus comes into a life, it puts the man 
in his right senses. f course, it isn’t just compli- 
mentary to folks to say they’re lacking any in what 
we call good sense, but it's really true that it isn’t 
quite sensible for a man to be at warfare with his Crea- 
tor. When God’s loving call to people to come back 
to him and be at poowe is received and. accepted, 
that’s as sensible a thing as a man ever does, and I 
don’t wonder the Bible tells about the man being in 
his right mind. 

Do you know, Martha, it seems so queer to me that 
folks get all stirred up when they see what religion 
can do for a man,—not surprised so much, but reall 
half-scared. I’ve seen a that seemed a bit 
afraid ‘that religion would hurt a person, somehow. 
There’s Mary Hill's girl, over Newtown way. She’s 
nervous, and their doctor prescribed that she shouldn't 
go to church of any religious meeting; he didn’t shut 

er out from late dances or going to town to the 

theater, or anything like that, t a oF Folks weren't 
much bothered when the devils had the man, but 
when he got in his right mind, they begged Christ 
to go away. 

I’m sure that a good many nervous people might 
be cured right up if Christ got hold of their lives so 
that they’d work for other people, and think less 
about themselves. Your loving 


& 


dt is always better that swine should go into the 
sea than that souls should go into swine. 


‘<e 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 
After the Lesson 


“fF ELL me, please, the Golden Text for to-day. 
But that is not the whole of the verse. Here 
is the rest of it. Tell me the longest word 

in the whole verse. Yes, ‘compassion.’ nd it’s a 
word just full of wonderful meaning, for it means 
*suffering with.’ Jesus didn’t povete help the poor 
demon-possessed man to get rid of his demon, but 
he so understood the man, so loved him, that he suf- 
fered with him. And how that does help! Then 
what did he tell the man to do after he had cured 
him?, Yes, to go home and tell his friends. Let me 
put that on the board.” 


Ma. 








GO HOME 


TELL YOUR FRIENDS 
GOOD NEWS 














‘‘That man, indeed, had something to tell about 
gorus. So have you and I. What would our lives 

to-day bP pers ad not taught us and strengthened 
us and. had compassion on us,—suffered with us, 
—and if he had not again and again taken the evil 
spirit out of us,—helped us to hold back the cross 
word, to get rid of the bad thought, to overcome the 
severe temptation, by clearing our minds of the thing 
that tempted us. 

‘‘Have we tcld any one else of Jesus’ great work 
for us? Ordo we go home from such a service as 
this, for instance, when we have felt his goodness in 
some new way, without saying so much as a single 
word about the good we have gained ? 

‘“‘Tel/ your friends about Jesus. Tell the good 
news of his lovingkindness, his cleansing power. 


-In a moment we shall be on our way home. As we 


bow in silent prayer, let us decide upon some mes- 
sage of help and encouragement we shall take home 
to-day to those who could not be with us.” 


PHILADELPHIA. 


The Superintendent’s Lantern 


Note.—The lantern-slides mentioned in the following paragraph 
may be ordered from regular dealers, or, if more convenient, an order 
for the purchase of any of these slides may be sent to The Sunda 
School Times Company. Many dealers ren lantern-slides for a anal 
sum, but orders for rental should not be sent to The Sunday School 
Times Company. Most of the slides mentioned are carried in stock 


by regular dealers. 


Before taking up the lesson for the day, some attention 
may be paid to the wretne, bene by showing lantern-slides 
of Tissot's ‘‘ Christ Aslee uring the Storm,"’ and ‘' Christ 
Stilling the Tempest.’’ ere are several other pictur; of 











Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.'’) 
“ Lord, ak to me, that I may Psalm 92: 1-4. 
an” (126: 1-4. 186: 1-4.) 
“ Fight haw good fight with all thy psalm 146 : 5-8. 
might. 


}'4 : ° Hy ° 
w1Qh, bless the Lord, my soul!" he ae — 57) 
babe «5 me, is en and heaven (15§:6-9. 990: 7-20.) 
** I love to tell the story." Psalm 142 : 3-6. 
** Saviour, like 4 shepherd lead us."’ (209 : 3-6. 302: 3-6.) 
“* Jesus, my Saviour, look on me."' Psalm 66:7, 12-14. 
*’Tarry with me, O my Saviour."’ (86: 3,6, 7. 132: 1, 2.) 


The Master is never satisfied with the worship of 
the sinner until the work of making him a saint ts 


begun. 
‘xe 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 


These Home Readings are the selections of thé International 
Bible Reading A: ation of London, whose American work 
isad tment of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion, For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Toledo, O. 


Monday.—Mark 5 : 1-10 


Tuesday.—Mark § :11-20f *° °° ° A fierce demoniac healed 


Wednesday.—Mark 9: 17-27. . . . « . . « The lunatic boy 
Thursday.—Luke 4 : 393-37. . . « « « The word of authority 
Friday.— Matt. 12 : 22-390 . . . . « » » . Greater than Satan 


Saturday.—Acts 16 : 13-18. ea 


- « « . In the name of Jesus 
Sunday.—Eph, 2: 1-10. . 


. Saved by grace 


ee 6 @:6 8:6 © 
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If GRADED 
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A Prayer for Every Day of the Year 
|. By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., of England 
; May 7 to 13 


MoN.—My risen Lord, I would know the mecdaing of thy 
peace. I am easily daunted and made afraid. Give me 
a own peace, and may I walk with firm and confident 
step 

TUES.—My God, help me to look up to the hills to-day. 
Save me from all downward looking which would lead me into 
pitiable living. Give me the lofty look that 1 may have the 
elevated life | , 

WED.—Gracious Lord, may my life this day abound in 
missionary influence |. May the beauty of my behavior allure 
others to thy feet! May they feel the winsomeness of the 
Christian life, and may | woo them into discipleship! 

‘THURS.—Father of all, I think of the scattered and torn 
sections of the race. - May they be bound together into a lov- 
ing family kinship! Destroy the things that make for divisions. 
Give peace in our time. 

FRI.—Holy Spirit, illumine ay mind to-day. Deliver me 
from all ee my thinking about right and wrong. 
May my thought as clear as the noontide{ In thy light 
may I see light! May I walk in the light ! 
~ SAT.—My eee for all who have not had a glimpse 
of thy face. _Mercifully look upon all who are groping in the 
darkness. May they touch thy hand even before they see thy 
face | Bring them speedily to the open vision. : 

SUN.—My Saviour, may thy Holy Spirit breathe upon m 
to-day! May thy gracious influence brace me, and lift me 


| a health | «May I draw in breath in the fear of the 
r 
% 


it is folly to get your valuation of a revival from 
the man whose revenues have been hurt. 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


A leafiet has been prepared by Mrs. Bryner, for the nele ° 
pny teachers, which will give a great deal of valuable in- 
ormation about pictures, lessons, and home work, as well at 
a list of books which primary workers should know about. It 
will be sent by The Sunday School Times Co., 103: Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on receipt of a two-cent stamp. 





General Thought: 


ONDERFUL 
\Voros AND OF JESUS 
ORKS 


Lesson Stories: Jesus’ Power Over the Sea and 
Over Evil Spirits. 


Lesson Aim: Jesus can Take Away the Evil from 
our Lives. 


Note.—Include Mark 4 : 35-41, for no better story 
than the quieting of the storm can be used to intro- 
duce the quieting of the demoniac, 


REVIEW. 


Those were wonderful words of Jesus in the para- 
bles about the sower, also the wheat and tares. (Recall 
them briefly.) He told -many others that day as he 
sat in the boat, while the crowd on the seashore lis- 
tened. (Sketch Galilee and Capernaum, singing “ O, 
Galilee.”) It seemed as if the people would never 
tire of listening, but when evening came Jesus said 
to his disciples, ‘‘ Let us go unto the other side,” so 
they started, just as they were, and other boats fol- 
lowed. 














INTRODUCTORY STORY. 


It was a few miles across (begin to trace the 
journey), and must have been a pleasant evening's 

at ride after the busy day, but Jesus was so tired 
that he went — to sleep on a cushion in the end of 
the boat. Suddenly a strong wind arose, the waves 
splashed, and began filling the boat. The fright- 
ened disciples woke Jesus, saying, ‘‘ Teacher, carest 
thou not that we perish" (or drown)? Jesus awoke, 
and spoke to the wind and sea, saying, ‘* Peace, be 
still.”” (Write that.) The wind ceased, and it was 
soon calm. (Add Calm.) The disciples were aston- 
ished, and said to one another, *‘ Whois this that the 
wind and the sea obey him?” Sing one verse of 


** The winds and the waves shall obey thy will, 
Peace be still.’’ 
(Gospel Hymn®) 

LEsson, 
| They soon reached the other side (finish the jour- 
' ney). where the hills come down close to the shore. 
whe: Times picture shows this.) As they left the 

t, a man without any clothes came running 


toward them. The man had an evil spirit, and was 
so fierce and wild that people were afraid of him, and 
nobody could live with him, . They had often tried to 
bind him with chains, but he broke them to pieces, 
and nobody had strength enough to tame him, so 
they drove him away among the roeks and tombs in 
the lonesome desert. Day or night people could 
often hear him crying out, and sometimes he cut 
himself with stones. In our Christian country such 
people are cared for in special homes, but there they 
were driven away to suffer alone. 
This poor fellow had seen the boat coming. 


‘* The great Physician -now is near, 
The sympathizing Jesus.’’ 


When Jesus landed he fell“down before him and 
worshiped him, crying with'a loud voice, ‘‘ What 
have I to do with thee ? torment me not.” Once be- 
fore, at the synagogue in Capernaum, a man called 
out like that when feats was preaching. (Recall the 
lesson of February 18.) In almost the same words 
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Jesus said again, ‘‘Come forth, thou unclean spirit, 
out of the man,” which meant, ‘‘ Peace, be still,” just 
as he had said it during the storm. (Write it on the 
shore). He asked the man ‘‘ What is your name?” 
and he answered, ‘‘ Legion,” which meant’a great 
many, just as the great Roman army in that country 
was called a Legion. 

Near by on the mountainside about two thousand 
pigs were feeding. Jews were forbidden to keep or 
eat pigs. The evil spirits said, ‘‘Send us intothem,” 
so Jesus said ‘‘Go.” The next thing they saw was 
the whole herd rushing pell-mell down the steep hill- 
side into the sea, where all were drowned. The 
keepers were so astonished that they ran to tell it in 
the city and country. 

But what happened to the man? He put on his 
clothes, and came and sat down beside Jesus—quiet 
—and in his-right mind. (Add Quiet.) What won- 
derful works Jesus had done on the sea and land. 


" about to see what had 


~ 
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spins them over again to me, wonderful words of 
eee 4 : 


. Pretty soon crowds came from the country round 


igs were drowned, but there was the man‘ per- 
fectly cured, yet poy Bae afraid to have Jesus stay, 
and him to ve their country. As he en- 
tered boat to leave, the man asked to go with 
him, but Jesus said, ** No ; home to thy friends 
and tell them what at the Lord hath done 
for thee.” (Show picture-roll.) The man went 
and spread the news everywhere, while Jesus went 
back to his own city. Sing one verse of“ All hail 
the power of Jesus’ name.” : 

Nearly always Rachel was a dear, sweet little girl, 
but sometimes she acted naughty—she cried 
and kicked and wouldn’t mind, so that the folks said 
they couldn’t imagine what had gotteninto her. Can 
you guess what it was? I think it was a bad, ugly 
spirit, in her heart, something like the one our lesson 
tells about. Sometimes when she acted so her 
mother said, ‘‘-‘That don’t seem one bit like our 
Rachel. I think it must be another little girl named 
‘Sulky Sue,’ who.doesn’t belong here at all, although 
her clothes look Jike Rachel's. Run away, Sulky 
Sue, nobody wants you here, but if you see our dear 
little Rachel anywhere, tell her we want her to come 
back.” Then this naughty little girl would off 
upstairs, perhaps into the closet, and I think she 
must have asked Jesus to take away that dreadful, 
ugly, wicked spirit from her heart, and to send back 
the quiet, ovis oe just as he said to the stormy 
sea, ‘‘ Peace, still.” (While talking, you can 
easily change the outline. of the sea to resemble a 
heart. Use the side of the crayon.) I am sure he 
did, forin a few minutes such a smiling, dear little 
face peeped over the stairs and called out; ‘‘Sulky 
Sue’s gone and Rachel’s coming back.” How glad 
everybody was to see ner! Did you ever know any- 
body like that? 

Peoria, ILL. 
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It is better to convert the heart than to try to 
change the appetite. 


The Young Folks’ Class 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


ESUS taught that all men are subjects of one of 
J two kingdoms, They are ruled either by the 
kingdom of light or the kingdom of darkness. 
God is the ruler of one, Satan of the other. No man 
can set up an independent kingdom of hisown. First 
make this plain. Ask, ‘‘Who rules your thoughts, 
desires, plans?” Use. Jesus’ own words (Matt. 6: 
24.) Show that these kingdoms are invisible, exer- 
cising their power over the human spirit, sey un- 
derstood by men, who gain most of their knowledge 
of the unseen through impressions on the senses. 
Therefore Jesus taught the nature of these king- 
doms, by; likening them-to things familiar, sometimes 
by parables and sometimes by deeds that served the 
purpose of. parables. Such a parable, acted, was 
this scene at Gerasa. Bring into view by questions 
and descriptions these four pictures: 

A Man Controlled by the Kingdom of Darkness. 
No Christian doubts that the Spirit of God controls 
the disciples of Christ (Rom. 8: 14). So also the 
spirit of the kingdom of darkness controls those who 

ield themselves to it (1 John 3: 8; Rom, 6: 12). 
This demoniac was so completely controlled by the 
evil spirit that he acted like a devil. He hated his 
fellow-men, separated himself from them, sought con- 
stantly to injure them (Luke 8 : 27). He even hated 
himself, and when he could not get at others sought 
to gratify his fiendish rage by cutting himself with 
stones (Mark 5:3-5). There seemed to be no limit to 
the number of evil spirits who had found lodgment in 
him (v. 9). They had entered into him through his 
thoughts and through emotions’ to which he had 
yielded. His nature had so changed that it had be- 
come their nature. He was like the fabled king who 
allowed the Devil to kiss him on each shoulder, from 
which two serpents sprang, furious with hunger, and 
attacked his head. hen in agony he tried to tear 
them away, he found he was tearing his own flesh. 
Recall Stevenson’s story of ‘ Dr. Fekyil and Mr. 
Hyde.” Show that this is a real experience. 

Jesus Christ Setting a Man Free from the Kingdom 
of Darkness. Men had passed that way before, had 
tried to bind and fetter this demoniacin vain. When 
he saw Jesus and his disciples approaching, he ran 
toward them with murderous intent. But a feeling 
of awe seized him, and he prostrated himself before 
the central figure in the group with cries of fear, 
because he saw in Jesus only the will and the power 
to torment him (Luke 8 : 28). But Jesus looked on 
him with unflinching eyes, and commanded the un- 
clean spirit to leave him. The demons in him felt 
their grip loosening on the man. ‘‘Send us into the 
swine,” they said. That Jesusdid notdo. He com- 
manded them to quit the man(Mark §: 8), he Jermitted 
them to enter into the swine 33 13). If we were Jews 
of that day, with their feeling toward swine as food, 


It was true that 
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we probably should raise no question 
_ about the propriety of allowing unclean 
spirits to enter them. We should have 
, thought they were takin of 
. their proper home, Wes have seen 
. that he who set free the wretched victim 
_ of evil spirits was worthy of our worship 
and obedience. Not to praise him as 
the great deliverer of men would be to 
join ourselves to the kingdom of dark- 
ness. 
Selfishness Rejecting the Christ. The 
shepherds, when the presence of the 
Christ was proclaimed by angels, went 
to look on him. The swineherds, when 
his presence was announced by demons, 
went and told what had happened to the 
swine (vs. 14, 16). Probably the effect 
on the Gerasenes would have been dif- 
ferent if the first tidings of the Christ 
had been brought to them by shepherds 
instead of swineherds, Men’s business 
and associations affect their views of 
the Christ, and it is important to guide 
young persons to the choice of business 
that 1 lp them to see the glory of 
the Christ. Still, these people went out 
to see him, and judged for themselves 
(v. 15). Kos A ppd the man in whom 
the demons had dwelt. His presence 
in the neighborhood had long been a 
menace to them and to the lives of their 
children. Now they saw him peaceful, 
clothed, in his right mind. They were 
glad to be relieved of their fear of the 
man who had been possessed by demons. 
But the loss of their swine aroused a 
Who knows 
do when they are 


fear greater than the other. 
what demons may 
stirred up? So their only acknowledg- 
ment of Jesus’ deed of deliverance was 
to beseech him to leave their country. 

That estimate of the cost of having 
the Christ present in the community 
has often been repeated. We need not 
look far to find illustrations of it. Liquor 
saloons bring demons into men, and 
every day’s newspaper tells of their ter- 
tible deeds. But these demons cannot 
be cast out without destroying revenues; 
and Christ is being asked to leave, and 
voted out and driven out of many a 
town where men are seen, who had been 

ssed by demons, sitting clothed and 
in their right minds through his power. 
The sight has impressed the majority 
less than the loss of trade from closing 
the saloons. 

A Redeemed Man Working for Christ.” 
Jesus uttered no angry word against 
those who asked him to leave them. He 
did the best he could for them by leav- 
ing behind the restored man with his 
testimony. He did also the best thing 
for the man himself. It would have 
been a greater pleasure for the delivered 
man to remain with his benefactor. 
But in making him the only missionar 
to the Decapolis Jesus brought out all 
that was good in him, and put it into 
action. He prepared the way for another 
visit there which woulil make the new 
preacher more glad than any satisfac- 
tion he could have found by going away 
with Jesus. Our Saviour has even bet- 
ter gifts for those whom he has delivered 
from the kingdom of darkness than they 
have yet received. 


Boston. 
Se! 


The Senior Bible Class 
By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


The Four Manifestations 
of Power 


I. THe GENERAL PREPARATION (Matt. 8: 
18 tog: 1; Mark 4:35to5: 21; Luke 

8 : 22-40). 

[For each member of the Bible class.] 

Directly after the speaking of para- 
bles about the kingdom at the lakeside, 
<— was exhibited to his intimate fol- 
owers in what must have seemed to 
them a new and puzzling, because ex- 
traordinary, manifestation of power. 
How it impressed them all is evinced by 
the fact that the three Gospels relate the 
set of narratives in practically the same 





order and connection. We may think of 

them, too, as incidents of great value to } 
the Twelve, filling their souls with awe 

and wonder, yet adding to their confi- | 
dence in Jesus as the sort of personality | 
they were looking for. ; 
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The first incident was the stilling of 
the tempest.. The Master, in utter weari- 
ness, was in the boat which was 
taking them all across the lake. A sud- 
den storm arose; the disciples — 
anxious and finally frightened. They 
aroused him, and he rebuked the storm, 
and it go This new kind of power 
amazed them, and aroused afresh their 
awe. 

But the scene with the demoniac was 
more impressive still. Immediately, 
upon reaching the other shore, they met 
a demoniac, who was beyond control, 
and was wandering here and there and 
picking up his living as he could. This 

emented man rushed toward the party. 
His madness was as untamable and re- 
sistless as the sea. Could Jesus deal 
witii him? As soon as the man came 
into the Master’s presenee, he felt his 
spell and testified to his Godlikeness. 
Jesus gently assumed control of his 
malady, delivered him of his evil spirit, 
and made him a faithful, self-controlled 
disciple. Which would have seemed to 
the Twelve the greater wonder ? 

But two others followed. At the en- 
treaty of the short-sighted people of 
Gerasa, they all returned to Capernaum. 
There Jesus was asked to heal the little 
daughter of Jairus. On his way to her 
father’s house, a woman with a painful 
disease, believing in his power, availed 
herself of it to her betterment. Coming 
to the ruler’s home, the little one was 
restored to her parents’ arms. . 

No wonder these four diverse instances 
of power made an unusual impression on 
the Twelve, giving to them an unflinch- 
ing confidence in his resourcefulness 
and compassion, his insight into needs 
and power to heal. None were spectacu- 
lar, although each was dramatic. They 
witnessed to his personality even more 
than to his power. 


II, REFERENCE LITERATURE, 

A leaflet containing the names of reference works 
bearing on the lessons in the Gospels will be mailed 
by The Sunday Schooi Times Co., upon request, for 
a two-cent stamp. 

For a discussion of demon-possession 
see’ Rhees (131-134), or the. ** Hastings 
Dictionary.” Edersheim has a long and 
interesting discussion of the events of 
this lesson, worth reading. 


III. Questions For Stupy AnD Discus- 
SION. 


To be allotted in advance, 


the leader, for care- 
ful consideration, to members 


of 
of the class.]} 

1. The Voyage Across the Lake. (1.) 
Did Jesus cross the lake because of 
sheer weariness, or because he had said 
enough at Capernaum? (2.) What in- 
ferences may we draw concerning him 
from the fact of his sleeping in the t? 
(3.) Were the disciples the only ones 
who wondered in consequence of the 


rw, ? 

2. The Gerasene Demoniac. (4.) What 
details showed the aggravated character 
of his case? (5.) How did Jesus get 
hold of him? (6.) What did Jesus wish 
to do with him? (7.) How did Jesus 
commission him ? 

3. The Girl and the Woman. (8.) 
Was there any repetition in these four 
Sere acts of power? (9.) Which ex- 

ibited best the loving heart of Jesus? 
(10.) Did he resent the action of the 
woman ? 


IV. Some Lreapinc THouGHTs, 
[General discussion under the leader’s direction.]} 


It is interesting to consider why Jesus 
never impressed people as being a mere 
wonder - worker, although doing such 
astonishing deeds. 

Boston. 
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The opposition of the evil ts the best 
advertisement of the good. 


il 


‘‘ Sometimes a man has a poorer repu- 
tation than his true character deserves. 
A man’s character is what a man fur- 
nishes as the foundation of his reputa- 
tion, orof hisfame. A :ran’s reputation, 
or fame, is what he gets from the world 
in return for his exhibit of character.”— 
Henry Clay Trumbull, in “ Character- 
Shaping and Characier-Showing.” 





From Our NEIGHBORS 














The Dangers of Child- 
Exhibition 
Fro: ibald’s ndence 


m George H. Archi’ Correspo' 
t Column, in The Sunday School Chronicle, 
London, England.]} 


Could you recommend any good book of in- 
teresting and instructive recitations suitable for 
poly ren ata Near meg oe eae ? Also, 
could you suggest anything fresh in arranging 
ap for such a festival, most of which has 
to be carried out by the children themselves ? 


I do not know a book of this sort that 
I can recommend. Most of them leave 
much to be desired, and must be used 
with the greatest caution,—indeed, there 
is nothing that needs more careful con- 
sideration than the question of children’s 
entertainments. 

Public recitations for children are of 
doubtful value, and generally out of 
_— Nearly all such exhibitions are 
‘orced, strained, and unnatural. Self- 
consciousness and pertness, the despoil- 
ers of character, are produced and de- 
veloped. I would advise the teacher to 
find some other method of making a 
P am, What form the entertainment 
shall take must largely depend upon the 
nature of the daily occupation of the 
child in kindergarten school or Sunday- 
school, as the case may be. Very spe- 
cial preparation should not be necessary. 
The exercises should be something 
closely connected with the child’s every- 
day activities. Otherwise it will lose its 
naturalness, and consequently its 
charms. It should be said that it is 
always safer to have children’s enter- 
tainments limited in attendance to the 
children themselves. The presence of 
adults changes the atmosphere, and en- 
ee love of praise and egotism. 

hildren should not be used as enter- 
tainers of adults, and different grades 
of children had better have their enter- 
tainments at different times, If we ap- 
preciated the harm that is being done 
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by children’s exhibitions, we would hesi- 
tate before giving time and strength to 
their arrangements. 

For a children’s entertainment, that 
is, one at which children veg~ Sigs pres- 
ent, the exercises may take the form of 
story-reading, or games, or something 
of the kind. Ask the children—they 
will tell you what to do.; but when the 
adults are admitted, and become an 
‘‘audience,” only those exercises in 
which all, or at least a considerable 
number of children take part together, 
should be encouraged.  Recitations, 
dialogs, solo-singing, and that sort of 
thing, should be banished. Some of the 
objection is removed if a dozen or so 
children unite ina recitation. The child 
under these circumstances will be 
merged into the group. Concerted ex- 
ercises, such as story and song cantatas, 
with the solo parts omitted, or taken by 
an adult, may not be objectionable. 

Surely anything and everything that 
tends to develop self-consciousness 
should be eliminated as far as possible. 
Humility is the mother virtue, pride the 
basal vice. Humility eradicates all 
worry and discontent. One has said: 
‘* Humility is perfect quietness of heart. 
It is never to be fretted or vexed, or 
sore or disappoi It is to be at rest 
when nobody praises me. It is to have 
a blessed home within myself into which 
I can go and shut the door and kneel to 
my Father in secret, and be in poane as 
a deep sea of calmness when all around 
and about is in trouble.” 

A child's religion is shaped more by 
the atmosphere of the home and school 
than by all our formal religious teach- 


ing. 

Sr. John Dewey says: ‘* The feelings 
and sentiments are the most sacred and 
mysterious part of the individual, and 
should always be approached and influ- 
enced indirectly.” 

Du Bois says: ‘‘ We often speak of 
the advantages of living in an art atmo- 
sphere, a musical, literary, scientific, 
or other intellectual or affective atmo- 
sphere, It is our indirect training which 

(Continued on next page, second column) 
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“TRENGTHO 
SISRALTAR 


Cut out the worry that undermines your strength 


when you glance around 


family, and realize that you haven’t saved a cent against 
the day when they may be sitting there without you. 

A very little money saved—not spent—just: now, 
can be made to mean a great deal later on. 

We would like to tell you how easy it is to save 
from a moderate income, enough to provide liberally 


for your family through 


The Prudential 


INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA 
INCORPORATED AS A STOCK COMPANY BY THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 


JOHN P. DRYDEN, President. 
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SEND IN COUPON 


Without committing myself to any action, I shall be glad to receive free par- 
ticulars and rates of Endowment Policies. 


Cut Out 
the 
Worry 


and you double your capa- 
city for the kind of work 
that counts—the snappy, 
clear-headed, driving work 
that brings things to pass. 


the breakfast table at your little 
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75 ct Five or more copies, either to 

cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 

age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 

75 cents ah. per year. ory 
Ore copy, or any number o 

$1.00 copies rH than five, will be sent 

. to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $4.00 ’ se 
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75 cent rate, 
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Five Alaskan Tours 


From Pacific Coast points on the superb 
steamship City of Spokane, Pacific Coast S. 
S. Co., during the summer months. Special 
low rates via the Chicago & North-Western 
Railway from all points. The steamship 
ride through the fiords and islands along the 
beautiful Alaskan coast provides one of the 
most beautiful trips in the world. For fold- 
ers with maps and full particulars send 2c 
stamp to W. B. Kniskern, P. T. M., C. &. 
N. W. R’y, Chicago. 








**T haven’t lost a copy of your 
valued paper in nineteen years. 


WILLIAM F, GIBBONs, 
Dunmore, Pa.”’ 


Mr. Gibbons has therefore a 
magnificent library of Sunday- 
school information of Bible-study 
helps from the best-writers of the 
day, and a great wealth of valu- 
able reading-matter to which the 
thoughtful teacher or Bible stu- 
dent will want to refer from.time 
to time. 

% 

There are som. in your school, 
however, who lost every copy of 
The Sunday School Times for the 
last nineteen years. They may 
never have seen a copy of the 
paper, and nineteen years may 
slip by again without any ac- 
quaintance with The Sunday 
School Times, unless you will 
say a word about the paper. 

b 4 

No amount of advertising, no 
great issues of specimen copies, 
will tell everybody about The 
Sunday School Times, There is 
some one just alongside of you 
in your Sunday-school work who 
may be missing what you are 
getting in this paper. 

bf 

Better not wait nineteen years, 
—not even nineteen minutes, but 
order some specimen copies of 
The Sunday School Times to 
hand to those who do not as yet 
know it. Anyone in your school 
can join your school club at any 
time. The club-organizer will 
tell you just how. 


THE SuNnpDay ScHOOL Times Co, 
1031 Walnut Street, Phila., Pa. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


(Continued from” preceding page) ~~~ | 
we feel to be not only congenial but es- | 
sential. Yet'we om, realize its po- 
tency as.a method of child-trainin . much 
less as typical of the only meth for the 
education of the child’s feelings.” As 
— as possible a child should be pro- 

from any atmosphere which tends 
to so-dovalep the i pirit of pride and love of 
praise. 

It is said that when the German 
princes went out to play in a mam 
corner of a Berlin park, «ee were a 
to be more or less observed by the pu 
lic. The Empress-mother, finding. the 
little fellows hattered by this observa- 
tion, tried to excuse the multitude, and 
to administer at the same time an anti- 
dote to ay vanity, by saying that 
the le were proba ly looking to see 
if the Emperor’s children behaved as 
well as their own little ones at home. 

A luminous writer on the subject sa 8: 
‘*To discuss a child’s character within 
his own hearing, and ee ai 
some one not a member of the famil 
is certain to wound his feelings ee he 4 
sensitive and shy, or to encourage con- 
ceit in him if he is inclined to for- 
ward. In any case it develops egotism, 
and gives him the impression that he is 
an object of great importance. Young 
ears nd) not be regaled with tales of 
their owners’ exploits, and, even if we 
have good reason to be proud of our 
children, we should avoid telling anec- 
dotes before them which tend to feed | 
vanity. I have even heard a wee child, 
perched upon a great chair in the draw- 
ing-room, while his mother was talking 
about him to the guests, drawl forth, 
‘Mama, tell about the day I spoke my | 
piece at the kindergarten.’ 

** While we ought to encourage good- 
ness by praise administered in private, 
londetios in public is as much to be 
avoided as censure before witnesses. 
We must never parade virtues or faults. 
It is a temptation to parents to make a 
loving display of their young people, 
and a very natural thing to suppose that 
no harm can come of it. 

‘* The custom of training children to 
‘ show off’ their singing and recitation 
and other little accomplishments is to be 
deplored. A tiny creature, beautifully 
dressed, standing up to ‘speak’ before 
an audience is a questionable spectacle. 
They may enjoy it, and parents too, but 








Hard to Drop 
But Many Drop it 


A young California wife talks about 
coffee: 
*‘ It was hard to drop Mocha and Java 





and give Postum Food Coffee a trial, | 
but my nerves were so shattered that I | 
was a nervous wreck and of course that | 
means all kinds of ails. 

“At first I thought bicycle riding | 
caused it and I gave it up, but my con- 
dition remained unchan I did not | 
want to acknowledge coffee caused the | 
trouble for I was very fond of it. At | 
that time a friend came to live og de — 
and I noticed that after he had bee 
with us a week he would not drink his | 
voffee any more. I asked him the | 
reason. He replied, ‘1 have not hada 
headache since | left off drinking coffee, | 
some months ago, till last week when I) 
began again, here at yourtable. I don’t | 
see how anyone can like coffee, anyway, i 
after drinking Postum’ ! 

‘**I said nothing, but at once ordered a | 
package of Postum. That was five 
months ago, and we have drank no other | 
coffee since, except on two -occasions 
when we had company, and the result 
each time was that my husband could | 
not sleep, but lay awake and tossed and | 
talked half the night. We were con- | 
vinced that coffee caused the suffering, | 
so he returned to Postum Food Coffee, 
convinced that the old kind was an/| 
enemy, instead of a friend, and he in| 
trouble d no more by insomnia. 

‘I, myself, have gained eight pounds | 
in weight, and my nerves. have ceased | 
to quiver. It seems so easy now to quit | 
the old coffee that caused our aches and 
ails and take up Postum.” Name given 
by Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. | 
There's a reason. 

Read the little book, “‘ The Road to 
Wellville,” in pkgs. ’ 





at — cost ? oa Ren yp remem van- 
ity, an iveness drive 

eat of the child's heart, while espe vm 
are laying up for themselves a stock of 
annoyance for the future.” 

A child who has once tasted the sweets 
of flattery craves it thereafter as he 
does other unwholesome delicacies. It 
would astonish his thoughtless friends 
to know the burning restlessness that 


obtains possession of a young mind that 
has been thoroughly arou into self- 
consciousness. teacher should be a 


protector, and afterwards a teacher. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 


>. APRIL 28, 1906 





Beautiful 
I find that PEARL- 
INE is see best 


oe 

soak my clothes 

over aight, and rub 

them out next morn- 

ing with little labor, 

and my clothes are 
and white...” 

Mrs. Rev. J. H. D. 








One of the Millions. Oy 











By Robert E. Speer 
May 13, 1906. Christ's life. V. Lessons e new ¥ 
from bis miracles of healing (Matt. Cc h 1 ] d ren s D ay 
9? 27-34; 25 : 31-40). - SERVICES 
Portals of Summer 
Dally Readings for Proceding Wook || Beare Oy song Semple 
Mon.—A demoniac cured (Mark I : 23-28.) World’s Bouquet 


TUES.—Peter’s wife's mother (Matt. 8 : 


. 14-17). 
WED.—A leper (Matt. 8 : 1-4). 
THURS.—A paralytic (Matt. 9 : 1-8). 
FRI.—The withered hand (Matt. 12 : 9-13). 
SaT.—The pao Ss servant (Luke 7 :1I- 
10 











How is sin like disease ? 


Tell of some modern miracle of spiritual 
healing. 


What are the marks of a sound man, spirit- 
ually ? 


ESUS did not heal all the sickness of 
the cities and towns through which 
he ane - a he did a 
great many deeds of miraculous hel 
and healing of which we have no ota 
He did enough to make a world full of 
books if all his deeds were recorded and 
explained. But it was no part of his 
plan to heal all the sickness he met, just 
as it was no part of his plan to dispel all 
the ignorance of men. He came to re- 
lease in the world the loving and livin 
spirit of God, to reveal the principles o of 
od’s kingdom, and to give men power 
to become and toact as the sons of God. 
If he had healed all the world’s sickness 
and done no more, wherein would the 
next generation or our generation be 
better off? He came to show men in all 
ages how to act as the children of God, 
and to enable them to act so, that then 
what he might have done himself should 
be multiplied many millionfold. Christ 
| came not only to be the Christ himself, 
but to fill the world with men and women 
| who should be truly Christ’s in his name 
and strength. 


The miracles constantly drew out 
what was already in men, and needed 
only his divine encouragement. He 
| awoke men’s slumbering faith, and then 
in its very act of exercise he answered 
it with the supernatural power on: which 
faith lays hola. ‘* Believe ye that I am 
able to do?” was his question. The 
| faith he asked was faith in him. It was 
not faith in faith, nor faith in one’s own 
= paver The victorious faith is faith 


Jesus often forbade publicity in con- 
nection with his miracles. One chief 
| reason for this was his desire for time 
in which to teach a few men at least the 
real meaning of his character and mis- 
sion before the storm broke. If it had 
| broken before he had developed a spirit- 
ual understanding of his gospel in afew, 
what would have become of the king- 
dom upon his death? But also he was 
a lowly and gentle Man, and he disliked 
tumult and popular notoriety. He was 
| seeking to plant the living truth in hon- 
est individual hearts. Quietness was 
necessary for this. 


But not all of his miracles had obvi- 
ous -educational purpose. Often he 
poured forth his power out of sheer love, 
and he bids us todo the same. All may 


( Continued on next page, second column) 





THE VOLUNTEERS. A Cantata for young 
Christian soldiers. 10 cents each. 


Ravens, Songs, and Recitations for 

Cc ’s Day, 25 cents 

NEW SONGS OF LOVE DIVINE. 133 
Hymns, Words and Music. — 10 

cents each ; $8.00 the hundred. 


Hall- Mack CO. 1018-1020 Arch St. 
Publishers, 
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New Services 
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decide Fd the new hymn book for xs our Church or 
nday-school until you iow seen 


DEVOTIONAL SONGS 


ree famous compo: 
DOANE, KIRKPATRICK, and MAIN 
256 pages, cloth, $25 per 100; 30c. each by mail 
A returnable copy for examination will be mailed 
upon request. Published by the publishers 
of the famous Hymas.’’ 


The Bigiow & Main Co.. New York or Chicage 


New Children’s Day Music 
“The Children’s Crusade” 


ry pee Cone : pr Amedeo by Adam be and 
not prep id. “Seid io ents for tree diferent seryioes 
Carols unusu uty found 

in World-Wide the latest Sunda echoed 
ae’ ais pee te and Ro Frank 


ct; C087 $25 pe hundred, not pre Ex- 
Geibel & Lehman, 1226 Arch St., Philadeiphia. 
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Very Low Rates 


To Los Angeles and San Francisco, California, 
via Southern Railway 


Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, Imperial 
Council, Los Angeles, Cal., May 7-10, 1906, 
and National Congress of Mothers, Los An® 
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(Continued from preceding page) 
not have his miraculous strength, but 
we can do the kindnesses which he did, 
—feeding the hungry. comforting the 
sorrowing, and the test of life at the last 
will lie Ia our fidelity or negligence in 
such small and loving services. 


Many of Jesus’ miracles evidently 
were never recorded, and many of 
those which are recorded were not widely 
known. Most of his life was a life re- 
moved from the notoriety ot the great 
world, and he makes it clear that our 
opportunities of serving him are the ap- 
ete of quietness, Those who 

ve failed will not be able to recall the 
negligence for which Christ will con- 
demn them, and those who have suc- 
ceeded will not recall their fidelity. 
The judgment is to hang upon our per- 
ception and right use of inconspicuous 
opportunities for serving Christ in serv- 
ing men. 


a 
The miracles of Jesus teach us to be 
ever ready to help and serve. 
And Jesus never asked any return but 
faith and love. Are we willing to work 
for such a wage? 


tad 
Ask Marion Lawrance! 


LONDON, ONT.—As teacher of a class of 
juniors, consisting of little girls nine years old, 
I wish to receive information as to the best 
plan for learning the books of the Bible. My 
class comes from the primary department, and 
receive their Bibles on promotion to the main 
school. 1! find that the lesson-study time is too 
quickly used up if I give them even one or two 
references to look And yet they are de- 
lighted to use their Bibles, and I am anxious 
that this first year of possession should not 
leave them in ignorance of it. I think T have 
seen some mention of a card system for teach- 
ing the books. If you will kindlv give me an 
address, or put this request in the proper de- 
partment to receive a reply in the Times, I 
shall be grateful.—M. D. 


There are charts and cards and other de- 





| vices for teaching the books of the Bible, 


| which may be had of your denominational 
On account of meeting Ancient -Arabic | 


geles, Cal., May 7-11, 1906, special reduced | 


rate round-trip tickets to Los Angeles and 
San Francisco, Cal., will be sold via South- 
ern Railway on April 24 to May 4 inclusive, 
at rate of $78.75 from Philadebphia. 

tionate low rates from other points. 
return limit of tickets, July 31, 1906. 

In addition to the Standard Pullman draw- 
ing-room sleeping-cars operated daily, the 
Southern Railway operates on fast trains, tri- 
weekly personally conducted Pullman Tour- 
ist sleeping-cars between Washington and 
Pacific Coast points, without change, via 
Atlanta, New Orleans, and E] Paso, in which 
the berth rate is only $8.50. Superb dining- 
car service on all through trains. 

Charles L. Hopkins, District Passenger 
Agent, Southern Railway, 828 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia, will take ple&sure in 
furnishing all information. 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Made of several materials. Write 
for particulars. Ask for catalogue 
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OUR FREE CaTaLocuE 
Ls. TELLS WAY. 
WRITE TO CINCINMAT! BELL FOUNDRY CO. CINCINNATI 6. 


TH SERUM MERFELY BELLS 


The most perfect, highest class bells in the world. 
Meneely & Co.. Waterviiet. West Troy P. O.. N. ¥ 
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in ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as the 
advertiser, by stating that you saw the adver- 
tasemenhi in The Sunday School Times. 


| ful. 


publishing houses or the Sunday-school sup- 
ply houses throughout the country. One of 
the best of these charts is made by Mr. 
Tunison of Jacksonville, Illinois, and may be 
had by addressing him. The same thing is 
issued in card form, and is exceedingly help- 
The chart is large enough to be seen 
across the room, and the cards are somewhat 





smaller than postal cards. 1 cannot con- 


| ceive how any Sunday-school session is too | 
short to admit of at least some looking up of | 


Propor- | 








texts from the Bible. Try giving out the 
same verses to all at the same time, and let 
the one who has it first read. This will soon 
teach them how to find.the books of the 
Bible. I have seen that plan work admi- 
rably. 

LITTLE ROCK, ARK.—I have a mixed class 
of some twenty grown young people. Have 
been organized for some time, but am not get- 
ting satisfactory results. Some of the youn 
folks are deeply interested-in pushing the tae | 
of the organization, while others are not. We 
need a better system and a more definite plan. 
How can I secure home study of the lesson on 
the part of the pupils ?—W. N. B. 

A Sunday-school class should not be or- 
ganized simply to have another organization, 
or because other classes are organized, Or- 


| ganization should always be preceded by a 
| demand for organization. 


something specific to be done, there is little 
use in effecting an organization. It is a 
good thing to divide the class up into com- 
mittees, making each committee responsible 
for a certain kind of work, and forming the 
Executive Committee, or the Committee of 
Management, out of the chairmen of these 


Unless there is | 





various committees, together with the teacher 
of the class and the general officers. Those 
who are indifferent could be put upon the | 
committee having the lightest work, or the 
most attractive,—perhaps the Social Com- 
mittee. Those who are willing to work 
hard might be put on the Educational Com- 
mittee, and each in turn take charge of the 
class for one day, so that it would be taught 
once a month or once in the quarter by one 
of the members of the class instead of the 
teacher himself. The scholars must be kept 
busy at something, or they will not retain 
their interest. In regard to securing home 
study of the lesson, this is a matter of educa- 
tion, and takes a long while. The work 





should be specifically assigned to each scholar, 
and the lars should be-called upon the 
following Sunday to give that which was as- 
signed to him. ‘This is the way it is done by 
the scholar in the college, and there is no 
other way that I know 





LITTLE ROCK.—How can a surplus of money 
in the treasury of a country Sunday-school be 
best applied ?—D. A. C. 

You can render a capital service to thou- 
sands of superintendents in the country and 
in the cities by writing an article for The 
Sunday School Times telling them just how 
they, too, may have a surplus on hand! Of 
course, the rule of spend-less-than-you-get 
will do it, but it is a hard rule to put into 
practise, The places where such a fund 
could be used to great advantage are simply 
innumerable. The International Sunday- 
school Association or your Local Association 
would be very glad to get it, and would use 
it wisely, though if you are already contrib- 
uting toward the support of the organized 
Sunday-school work you ought to put this 
money somewhere else. Why not give it to 


one of the missionary boards of your own’ 


denomination? or to some hospital or or- 
phanage or children’s aid society? Perhaps 
you could use it to advantage in your own 
church and school, Is the pastor’s salary 
all paid up? Has the coal bill been set- 
tled? If you will open your eyes and look 
about you, you will find so many openings 
for it that if you gave to all each would get 
but little. 











The American 
Standard 
Bible 


by the A in 

mene Pre Cities ” 
is the Bible in plain Eng- 
lish. It brings out the 
meaning with greater force, 
because the words used are 
those in everv-day use, so that there is no 
chance of misunderstanding. 





For sale by all booksellers and publishers. 


Our Interesting Book, Sent Free--“The 
Story of the American Standard Bible,” explains 
the need of revision, how it was made, and shows 
and describes the many styles of the American 
Standard Bible. Send name on postal for a copy. 


Thos. Melson & Sons, Publishers 
37 A East 18th Street, Hew York 
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af you wish s0 reesive © copy of thé book men- 
tioned in ver te yor 
in the pase iheve, tear off this 


L 7 


vince you in this 
ad of the value to vou of 
our Free new k, “ Tue Batrie 
Creek Ipga,” you would be glad to pay $10 


it. 

This book is valuable because it shows you 
how to be well and strong without taking 
drugs or medicines. All it costs zoe however 
is the price of a stamp—we send it absolutely 


free 
If the ji or retention of your own 
ood health—and the good health of those 
r to you—is worth a postal, send us one 
to-day (or use above coupon) and we will for- 
ward the book promptly. 

You do not obligate yourself in any way by 
answering this advertisement. You are 
neither required to buy anything nor to prom- 
ise anything. All we ask is that you read the 
book carefully. 

It tells how you can live, in 
home, without disturbing your daily routine 

, ,in any way, agane, healthful life—the life that _ 
‘has restored idéusands to health at the famous’ 
Battle Creek Sanitarium. 

It is now recognized that nine-tenths of all 
diseases are caused by improper diet. 

You eat disease; and you eat health, It is 
all in the choice of foods. “The Battle Creek 
Idea”’ will tell yo w to choose right, so as 
to get and beep g health. 

i the health is worth having, the book is 
worth asking for to-day. Address 


Creek Sanitarium Co., Ltd. 
Te ete Eo battle Creek, Mich. 


+e, 
M005, 
ee, 
or 
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PLATO — IMMORTALITY 
His Life, His Argument, in big type, dainty cloth 
binding, 15 c., or in paper, 3c., as a sample of **‘ Bare 
ains in Worth While Books.’’ "Big catalogue 
ree, Any book supplied. Lowest prices anywhere. 
Alden Bros., Pubs., 406 Bible House, New York 


E DA was as soon as Christ CUTE 
could be legally 
“The pasting of Jesus,” by E. ‘i. Wellford, estab- 
lishes the complete t//egadity of his death. “Of unu- 
sual interest.””—The Critic. 2d edition. on postpaid. 
Book 


Department, F. P. Co., Newport News, Va. 








athfinder, the old reliable national news review 
r busy people. Clean, healthy, inspiring—a time and 
money-saver. Samples free. PATHFINDER, Wash., D.C. 


D&S55e COURSES AT HOME. Write President 
Cc. J. Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, la. 


Werie’s _S. S. Convention, 
1907. First-ciass tour, only 
All expenses. Also 1906 tours 
from $150. Rev. L. D. Temple, Watertown S., Mass. 


15 CENTS will bring you. every week for 13 weeks, the 
0 

















‘* | paid no attention to that advertise- 
ent until I saw it in The Sunday School 
mes.’’ 

















time. 





Did You Ever Get Discouraged 


when you discovered that many of your scholars were 
deplorably ignorant of Bible facts ? 
them these facts systematically ? 

when you use “A Supplemental Bible 
Course,”’ by John B. Smith. 
to five minutes’ drill each Sunday. 50 cents, postpaid. 


4 
Is It Ever Necessary to Tell a Lie ? 


The question is one that crops out from time to 
Many people are doubtful about it, and are 
not quite certain what they believe. 
Trumbull wasn’t doubtful; and he wrote a book 
entitled “A Lie Never Justifiable.”’ 


4 
When the Girl is About to Graduate 


some suggestions about good reading are helpful. Mrs. 
Margaret E. Sangster knows books,’and she knows 
girls ; and she has told some things she knows in “‘ What 
Shall a Young Girl Read?” 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 


Why not teach 
It’s not difficult 
Question 
Fifty-two lessons; three 


Dr. H. Clay 


$1, postpaid. 


50 cents, postpaid. 


» 1031 Watnat St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

















This is the Maid ci fair renown 

Who scrubs the floors of Spotless Town. 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair of specs or two. 

And her employment isn't slow, 

For she employs SAPOLIO. 


Ever since there have been homes, 
scrubbing has been considered the 
hardest part of the day’s work. 


SAPOLIO 


has changed that, and to-day, every 
surface, from the kitchen floor to the 
most delicate paint in the parlor, can 
be kept erlpaig y clean by APOLIO 
rubbed lightly on with a brush or a 





cloth, and rinsed off with clear water. 

















HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of Stewart 
Hartsh label. 





Advertisement | 
and send in coupon. 


Read Prudential 








’ THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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OU CAN take a gold nugget to the United States Mint and have it coined 
into money of a definite value, absolutely guaranteed by the Government. 
Just so every penny of the small price you pay for a New England Watch 

is ‘‘Minted'’ into Watch-Service, stamped with our name and absolutely 
guaranteed by us. 

Our factory is as specifically prepared to ‘‘mint'’ watch-cost into watch- 
service as the Government is to convert nuggets into dollars. 

For over a quarter of a century we have been specialists in watch making. 
There’s no lost motion in our factory, no waste of a fraction of a cent of your 
watch-money. Every penny is ‘‘minted’’ into real watch-value. 

New England Watches are chene bp price only. They are second to none either in material or work- 


manship. Fach New England Watch is tested 12 times, timed for 6 days and in 6 different positions— 
tested with the tests of actual use—proven to be an honest, trustworthy time-keeper. 





Watches 


FOR LADIES AND MEN 
Prices, $5.00 to $24.00 


Ask your jeweler 
to show we New 
England Watches. 
If he doesn’t keep 
them just give us 
his name and ad- 
ss and we'll 
make it easy for 
you to examine, 
test and buy a New 
England Watch 


Write us for a free 
copy of the hand- 
some and instruc- 
tive Blue Book of 
watches for ladies, or 
Red Book of watches for 
men. Don’t forget to 
give us your dealer's 
name and address. 


NEW ENGLAND. WATCH COMPANY **.% mm 










(Lesson for May 13) APRIL 28, 1906 | 


WATCH COST MINTED 
INTO WATCH SERVICE 





Nervous Disorders 


A deficiency of the phosphates 
causes a lowering of nervous tone, 
indicated by exhaustion, restlessness, 
headache or insomnia, 


Horsford’s 
Acid Phosphate 


supplies the nerve cells with health- 
giving lifeforce, restores the strength 
and induces restful sleep without the 
use of dangerous drugs. An Ideal 
Tonic in Nervous Diseases. 





If your "t supply will send 
trial size Prepaid, on og amu. ; 
Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R. I. 














BOGGS é BUHL 


‘ ALLEGHENY, PA. 


CATALOGUE 
_ PRICE.BOOR 


1906 








Spring edition just out. 





A Busy Woman 
Can Do the Work of Three or Four If Well Fed 


An energetic young woman living | 
just outside of New York writes: 

‘Il am at present doing all the house- 

work of a dairy farm, caring for two 
children, a vegetable and flower garden, 
a large number of fowls, besides manag- 
ing an extensive exchange business 
through the mails and pursuing my 
regular avocation as a writer for several 
newspapers and magazines erg ee’ 
fancy work for the latter), and all the 
energy and ability to do this I owe to 
-Nuts food. 
‘*It was not always so, and a year ago 
vhen the shock of my nursing baby’s 
leath utterly prostrated me and de- 
anged my stomach and nerves so that | 
could not assimilate as much as a| 
puthful of solid food, and was in even | 
brse condition mentally, he would | 
ive been a rash prophet who my 
ive predicted that it ever would be so. 

Nea‘ Prior to this great grief I had suf- | 
eeered for years with impaired digestion, | 

insomnia, agonizing cramps in the stom- | 
ach, pain in the side, constipation, and 
other bowel derangements, all these 
were familiar to my daily life. Medi- 
cimes' gave me no relief—nothing did, | 
until a few months ago, at a friend's | 
suggestion, I began to use Grape-Nuts 
~ food, and subsequently gave up coffee | 
entirely and adopted Postum Food Cof- | 
fee at all my meals. 
‘To-day I am free from all the trou 
bles I have enumerated. My digestiou 
is simply perfect, I assimilate my food | 

























reptful sleep, and have a buoy ant feeling | 
of pleasure in my varied duties. In fact, | 
I am a new woman, entirely made over, 
and I repeat, I owe it all to Grape-Nuts 
and Postum Coffee.’’ Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

There's areason. Read the little book, 
«< The Road to Wellville;”impackages; 


You Can Add 














oon | 


to Your Income 


readily by’ selling the new book ‘‘Sankey’s Story of the 
Gospel Hymns’’ in communities which do not possess 
well-stocked bookstores. Thousands of people followed the 
great Moody and Sankey meetings with intense interest ; many 
in your neighborhood constantly use the familiar gospel hymns 
which are told about in this book. 


“Sankey’s Story of the Gospel Hymns’ 


is just the book that hundreds of people right about you will be 
glad to have. It contains an interesting story of the life of Ira D. 
Sankey, told by himself, and over two hundred pages of memor- 
able incidents connected with the use of widely known hymns. 


An Attractive Book to Offer 


The book is bound in red cloth, with gilt top, and attracts at- 
tention at once when displayed. - It sells for only 75 cents, and 
even at this low price there is a liberal margin of profit for the 
man or woman who will push it in rural communities.or in small 
towns where there.are no large bookstores. 

Selling this book while it is still new would just nicely piece 
out the scant income of some of the young folks of your school 
or class—if you told them about it. 

Send for terms. Address ‘‘ Department B.’’ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





Handsomest, most concise and 


complete catalogue we've ever 
published. 

Write for it. 

Also our special Lace Curtain 
Catalogue. 


Prettiest Wash Goods of the 
season are the Silk Warp Mousse- 
lines, 25c. to 50c.—printed or plain 
—send for samples. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Dept. No. 70. Allegheny, Pa. 








The best place for 














Rest, Recreation or 
. Recuperation 


at this season is 


ATLANTIC CITY 


and the new Fireproof 


is especially well equipped 
to supply. the wants of those 
who come to secure them. 
Write for Illustrated Folder 
and Rates to 


The Leeds Company 


Always Open. On the Beach 

















